
DSHS Drug Shortage Statement for the website 
 
DSHS is aware of drug shortages cited by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/DrugShortages/ucm050792.htm 
Some of the drugs on the FDA list, such as fentanyl, magnesium sulfate and lidocaine, are being 
used to treat patients in the prehospital setting by emergency medical services providers. 
If the department receives a complaint that a provider is using expired drugs or expired drugs are 
found on an ambulance during an inspection, the department will require the EMS organization 
to provide documentation from the manufacturer and the provider’s medical director regarding 
the shortage of the specific drug(s) before considering an enforcement action. DSHS is 
recommending that the documentation is on any ambulance that has expired drugs approved by 
the MD 
 
For additional information visit the Texas Medical Board at 
http://www.tmb.state.tx.us/news/press/2012/120224.php 
 


