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January 31, 2012

Re: Compliance with Medical Waste Regulations
Dear Medical Waste Transporter, Processor or Generator:

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is conducting additional outreach to
entities that generate medical waste to ensure that they are aware of specific labeling
requirements that became effective in March 2006. Medical waste generators are reminded that
Title 30 of the Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 330, Section 330.1207, requires medical
waste generators to complete the following actions before shipping waste off site:

e Individually weigh each container of medical waste, and
o Include the weight on the container label.

To assist generators with compliance, medical waste transporters may weigh each container for
the generator and note the weight on the container label prior to transport off-site. In addition
to the individual weight of the container, each generator must also ensure that the label includes
the name and address of the generator, the contents of the container and either the date of the
shipment or an identification number for the shipment. If transporters assist with weighing
containers and label preparation, generators should Verlfy that the container labels are in
compliance before releasing them to transporters.

The executive director has granted enforcement discretion, until April 30, 2012, to give medical
waste generators and transporters time to come into compliance. However, if the
aforementioned deadline is not met, generators and transporters can be subject to enforcement
action if medical waste is not weighed and labeled properly before being shipped off site. For
more information on the TCEQ medical waste rules, please review the guidance document
“Texas Regulations on Medical Waste” posted on the TCEQ webpage at
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/rg/rg-00t.html

If you know of other individuals in your industry that would benefit from this information,
please share this letter with them. If you have questions regarding medical waste management,
please call the Municipal Solid Waste Permits Section of the TCEQ at (512} 239-2334.

Sincerely,

Cal-HY

Earl Lott, Director
Waste Permits Division
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