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Texas Health and Safety Code, Section 93.051, requires the Texas Council on Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke (Council) to advise the Texas Legislature on what is needed to prevent or reduce the burden of cardiovascular disease and stroke in Texas. 
In January 2020, the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) conducted a survey at the Council’s request to collect recommendations for potential legislation from council members and other interested stakeholders. The results were presented at the Council meeting on February 7, 2020. Council members were asked to submit any additional recommendations by March 31, 2020. 
Listed below are the proposed recommendations that DSHS received or captured from oral comment during the February 7th meeting. The name of the council member or organization who proposed the recommendation is in parentheses. 
1) Collection of data on use of self-measured blood pressure monitoring within the home (Simon-Campbell)
2) Funding to support Regional Advisory Councils to collect heart attack and stroke data again (Hillert, Hildebrand) 
3) Funding for the Council to carry out their duties: education, EMS, Partnership (Hillert)
4) Additional funding for obesity prevention (Texas Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke Partnership (Partnership))
5) Restructuring of hospital reimbursement to incentivize stroke care (Partnership)
6) Improving reimbursement structure for team and non-team members (Partnership)
7) State and federal mandates for improvements to the electronic medical record system, focusing on interoperability (Partnership)
8) More restrictions on the sale of flavored e-cigarettes (Partnership)
