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Overview

• Back-to-School Exemptions

• Annual Report of Immunization Status

– 2015-2016 findings

– National comparison

• School and Child-care Audits

• Immunization Requirements

– Rule Revisions



2016-2017 Back-to-School

Conscientious Exemption Processing

June-September Conscientious Exemption Requests

Year Requests Individuals Affidavits

2014 15,194 24,883 60,400

2015 14,983 24,823 60,701

2016 16,697 28,240 69,829

Percent Increase 

2014-2016
10% 13% 16%



Conscientious Objection Requests: 

Month by Month
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Yearly Comparison of the Number of Individuals for Whom 
Conscientious Exemptions Were Requested, 2005 - 2016
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2015-2016 School Year:

44,716 (0.84%) of students K-12 had a conscientious 

exemption on file based on the Annual Report of 

Immunization Status for Texas Schools



Annual Report
• 2015-2016 Annual Report Findings:

– 0.84% Conscientious Exemption Rate 



Percent of Texas Kindergarten 

Students Completely Vaccinated 

(2015-16)
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*This percentage does not reflect 0.36% of Kindergarten students who met school entry requirements through proven history of 

varicella disease.



Percent of Texas 7th Grade Students 

Completely Vaccinated (2015-2016)
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*This percentage does not reflect 1.9% of 7th grade students who met school entry requirements through proven history of 

varicella disease.



Kindergarten National Comparison
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, October 7, 2016

Category Texas National Median

MMR Coverage 97.6% 94.6%

DTaP Coverage 97.4% 94.2%

Varicella Coverage 97.2% 94.3%

Exemption Rate 1.6% 1.9%



School and Child-Care Audits

• Evaluate compliance levels and provide 

technical assistance to schools and 

child-care facilities

• Distributed to each HSR at the end of 

September

• Conducted annually

• Completed audits are due to Austin by 

6/30/2017



Immunization Requirements



Rule Revisions:

§§97.61-91.72

• Revised rules took effect July 2016

• Adopted changes…

– Update, clarify, and simplify 

language.

– Require a telephone number for 

conscientious exemption requests



§§97.61-97.72

Adopted Changes (con’t)

• Remove outdated references, including completed 

graded implementations.

• One dose of MCV4 on or after the 11th birthday for 

students in grades 7 through 12.

• Update requirements for students pursuing health-

related or veterinary coursework at institutions of 

higher education.

• Add a provisional enrollment allowance for 

children in foster care.



Questions

Margaret Horton
School Compliance Coordinator

Assessment, Compliance, and Evaluation (ACE) Group

margaret.horton@dshs.texas.gov

(512) 776-6470

mailto:margaret.horton@dshs.texas.gov

