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Data Dictionary

In the Patient’s Ethnicity field, when is the value “Not Hispanic or Latino” used?

Two fields collect information on the patient:

1. Race
2. Ethnicity

Patient’s Ethnicity is collected in addition to Race and is answered after Race is answered during web entry.

The values of "Hispanic or Latino" OR "Not Hispanic or Latino" should be selected based upon self-report or report by a family member.  Neither value should be used unless the patient's ethnicity is specified based on this definition.  If the patient's ethnicity is not specified, a null value response should be used.  The field is currently applicable to hospital or submersion web data entry.

For additional information on this field, please review the Hospital Data Dictionary for Web Entry, p. 22, or the NTDB Data Dictionary, p. 22.  Both dictionaries may be accessed here.

ISS Body Region and AIS Severity are not collected in the Texas EMS/Trauma Registry.  Why is ISS Body Region not an “essential” data field?

ISS Body Region is only collected during web entry and is an optional field, and AIS Severity is collected as an optional field during web data entry and file upload.  Neither field is currently required because these fields were optional and not required to be collected in the legacy system.  When the registry begins collecting the expanded NTDB elements, both fields will be required based on NTDB guidelines.

Locally Calculated ISS is a required (“essential”) data field, but this question was missing from the wizard screen due to a system error.  The question is now available in the hospital web data entry wizard.

Why is Alcohol Use Indicator a field in the record but Drug Use Indicator is not?

Alcohol Use Indicator was collected in the legacy registry system, but Drug Use Indicator was not.  Drug Use Indicator is currently not part of the record because the EMS/Trauma Registry is only collecting data that was either optional or required in the legacy system.  When the registry begins collecting the expanded NTDB elements, both fields will be required based on NTDB guidelines.


 Why is Alternate Home Residence an essential field?

This data element does not currently appear on the wizard screen and should not be answered at this time because Alternative Home Residence was not collected in the legacy system.  
When the registry begins collecting the expanded NTDB elements, this will be a required field based on NTDB guidelines.  This field will only display when Patient’s Home Zip Code is recorded as “not applicable.”

Why is Transport Mode asked twice on the Disposition/Outcome screen?

The Transport Mode fields are part of the expanded NTDB elements and should not currently be answered.  Only fields on the wizard screen should be answered at this time.

When the expanded NTDB elements are collected, both Transport Mode fields are required based on NTDB guidelines.  The NTDB data dictionary requires this data element and states, “’Not Applicable’ is used to indicate that a patient had a single mode of transport and therefore this field does not apply to the patient.  In the expanded data elements, both must always be answered to meet NTDB requirements.  Additional information may be found on page 52 of the NTDB data dictionary.

Why is there no option to record that an EMS report was not provided?

This data element did not appear on the wizard screen because it was not collected in the legacy system.  However, this option has been added to the wizard screen in the most recent system update.

The following optional fields will now be available to record information about an EMS report:

1. Run Sheet Available
2. Run Sheet Received Date
3. Run Sheet Number

What is the definition of Signs of Life?

This data element does not currently appear on the wizard screen and should not be answered at this time because Signs of Life was not collected in the legacy system.

This field will be required based on NTDB guidelines, when the expanded NTDB elements are collected.  The NTDB data dictionary defines Signs of Life as, "Indication of whether the patient arrived at ED/hospital with signs of life.”  Additional information, including the definition of a patient with no signs of life, may be found on page 82 of the NTDB data dictionary.

When indicating the Place of Injury, what is the difference between the values “Unspecified” and “Not Recorded?”

The difference between these values is the difference between unknown and missing information.  “Unspecified” indicates there was an attempt to obtain this information but it was unknown by all parties.  “Not Recorded” is used when the documentation for this field was expected but not provided (e.g. no EMS run report was provided to the hospital).

If a patient arrived by private car, then the Scene GCS is usually unknown.  Why is this a required field for TBI records?

This functionality will be included in future changes to the registry, specifically when the registry begins collecting the expanded NTDB data elements (estimated Jan. 2014).  One of these future changes is the addition of a Transport Mode field, which provides the option to indicate the patient arrived by private or public vehicle.  If this option is selected in the new Transport Mode field, questions that are not applicable for this mode of transportation will be hidden.

When answering Hospital Discharge Disposition, what is the difference between the values “Discharged/Transferred to a short-term general hospital for inpatient care” and “Transfer – other acute care hospital?”

Hospitals should only use the option “Discharged/Transferred to a short-term general hospital for inpatient care” when the patient was transferred to another acute care/short term hospital.

The value “Transfer – Other acute care hospital” is for use by EMS agencies and is appearing in hospital records incorrectly.  The Texas EMS/Trauma Registry will correct this error.  


How to Use the Texas EMS/Trauma Registry System


How do you view a list of patients for period of time?

To obtain information on patients reported to the registry for a specific period of time, there are two options currently available:

a. Submit a data request to DSHS EMS/Trauma Registry staff to receive a file containing this information.  Please submit your request to Injury.Web@dshs.state.tx.us. 

b. Utilize the Search Event feature** in the registry to obtain a number of patients for a period of time following these steps:
**Please note this option is most useful for obtaining the number of records/patients for a period of time, and is intended to only provide basic information.  This information cannot be easily printed or exported from the registry screen.

1. Open the Search feature by selecting the magnifying glass icon OR the “Search for an existing record” link
2. Select the appropriate record type from the Record Type drop-down menu (e.g. “Patient Record – Hospital” for hospital trauma records).
i. DO NOT enter any information into any fields above Record Type
3. Enter a date range in the Event Date fields
i. The following dates are an event date*:
ii. ED/Hospital Arrival Date – hospital trauma records
iii. Injury/Incident Date – submersion records
*If the event date is unknown and/or not entered into the record, the date the record was created in the registry will be marked as the “event date”
4. Select Search
5. Select the “Last” link below the table of search results
i. On the last page it will state, “Displaying result(s) X…Y.”
ii. Y is the number of records/patients for the selected date range

Please see Patients Per Time Period.pdf to view these instructions with screenshots of each step from the registry system.

Why does it ask for Software Version when records are entered via web data entry?

The field Software Version is intended to capture software information for entities that report to the registry via an electronic file upload.  To reduce confusion, a new question has been created.  The new question, “Web data entry in the EMS/Trauma Registry,” will be available in combination with Software Version.  If an entity reports via web data entry, and Software Version would not be appropriate, the user will indicate the method of reporting is web data entry using this new question.  Once this indication is made, the Software Version field will be hidden.

This only applies for hospital trauma and EMS records.  As submersion, rehabilitation and LTAC records may only be reported via web data entry, and never via electronic file upload, neither question will appear for these record types.

Why are many EMS providers not included in the list of EMS agencies available for selection? 

Some EMS providers are not currently listed in our system because the EMS/Trauma Registry has not finished implementing the import of entity data provided by DSHS Regulatory.  Once this import process is fully implemented, any EMS provider licensed by DSHS will be added to the list for selection.  This import process will be performed on a monthly basis so newly licensed EMS providers will also be added to the registry as needed.

Any field that allows a user to search for a specific entity utilizes a reference list of the appropriate entities, based on type.  Familiarity with the naming convention for entities in this list will assist users in successfully locating the appropriate entity during a search.  

Entity information follows this format:
Registry ID Number - Entity Type - Entity Name - Entity City - Entity Street Address

Any piece of this description format may be used when searching for an entity.  If the search term is “Austin,” any entity with Austin in the 1) name, 2) city or 3) street address will result in a match.  For example, here are three different EMS providers that would match a search for the term “Austin:”

1. 08001 - EMS Facility - Austin County EMS - Bellville - 1 East Main
2. 300702 - EMS Facility - First Medical Response of Texas Inc. - Austin - 11512 Cherisse Dr
3. 069001 - EMS Facility - Edwards County EMS, Inc - Rocksprings - 408 W Austin

This same format applies for hospital and rehabilitation/LTAC facilities.

Why are fields in the Disposition/Outcome screen not auto-populated with answers provided during data entry in the wizard screen?

Questions must only be answered through the wizard screen, not through the question packages, until users are notified otherwise by DSHS registry staff.

Every question answered in the wizard data entry screen will auto-populate the same question in the corresponding question package.  However, the question packages contain multiple questions that currently do not exist in the wizard because the Texas EMS/Trauma Registry is not collecting data on these fields at this time.  Only questions within the wizard will have their answers auto-populated in the corresponding question package.  If a question is currently not in the wizard, it will be blank in the question package because it was not answered in the wizard.  

Does selecting the “Unload Record” link save the record?

No, the “Unload Record” link does not save the record.  The new registry system does not require users to first save then submit a record, as required in the legacy system.

The unload record function is the same as unlocking a record.  If a user is editing or viewing a record and exits the system without selecting “Unload Record,” the record will be set as read-only and any other user with access to the record will be unable to make edits until the record has been unloaded.

Why is there no option for “unknown” for state selections?

There are null value options for all state fields, but because the registry auto-populates “TX” in all state fields, the null values fields are hidden.  To select a null value, first change the value in the state field to the blank option at the top of the state drop-down field, and the null values field will appear on screen.

The Patient’s Home State can be set to blank on the Create Record – Person Information screen or the Edit Person screen, if the record has already been created.  If the Patient’s Home State is unknown, change the state field to blank before creating the record.  Any other state fields may be set to blank directly on the wizard screen.

Why do I have to scroll my screen from left to right when entering data?

The amount of scrolling from left to right during data entry is dependent on your computer’s settings.  Left-to-right scrolling during data entry may be reduced by adjusting your computer settings.  Increasing the computer's screen resolution may allow you to view the entire page without scrolling.  Additionally, a higher screen resolution allows you to see more objects on the screen at once (i.e. a larger screen can support a higher resolution).

To adjust your computer’s settings, please follow these steps.  Please note the following steps are a guide, as different computers have different labels or names for the settings:

1. On the Start menu, select Control Panel.
1. In the Control Panel box, select Display.
1. In the Display box, navigate to the Settings/Appearance section and find the Resolution bar.
1. Adjust the Resolution bar to a higher setting and select Apply/OK.

Why are some rehabilitation or LTAC facilities not included in the list of facilities available for selection in fields such as Patient Discharged to Facility Name? 

There was a system error that removed rehabilitation and LTAC facilities from the reference list this field utilizes, causing these facilities not to appear in the search results.  This error has been corrected and these facilities now appear in the list.


Enhancements


Why do I have to search/enter my hospital name into every record?  Why does this information not auto-populate? 

The EMS/Trauma Registry is working with our software vendor to determine if the functionality can be introduced.  However, the feature would only be available to users who only report data for one entity.

Why does Incident Zip Code not auto-populate in wizard screen like Zip Code does on the patient demographic screen?

The Incident Zip Code field does not auto-populate because zip code fields answered directly in the wizard screen do not currently have this ability.  The EMS/Trauma Registry is working with our software vendor to determine if the functionality can be introduced.  

Why are restraint questions required if the injury was not motor vehicle-related?

The EMS/Trauma Registry is working with our software vendor to determine if new functionality can be introduced to address this issue.  The new functionality would allow restraint questions to be hidden when a non-motor vehicle mechanism is indicated.

Why am I required to enter a transport mode if the patient was not discharged to another facility?

The EMS/Trauma Registry is working with our software vendor to determine if new functionality can be introduced to address this issue.  The new functionality would allow transport mode questions to be hidden when the patient is not discharged to another facility.

Why must all three questions/levels be answered when a specific ICD code* is known?
*This applies to E-codes, procedure codes, and injury diagnostic codes.  

These fields were created to utilize a drill-down process (three levels) in order to simplify the entry of ICD codes when the specific code is unknown.   The EMS/Trauma Registry will solicit input from stakeholders on this issue and a decision will be made based on stakeholder consensus.   

Why does the system not auto-calculate the hospital length of stay?  Why is ICU Length of Stay a required data field but the total Length of Stay is not?

Length of Stay is not auto-calculated because it was determined the auto-calculation functionality did not work properly with our data interface for entities that report via an electronic import file.  With the auto-calculation functionality in place, the EMS/Trauma Registry discovered this functionality would overwrite values in entities’ data files.  For example, if an imported record had the Length of Stay as a value of 2 days but the registry’s auto-calculation feature calculated the Length of Stay as 3 days, the entity’s value of 2 would be overwritten with a 3.  Registry staff decided not to overwrite any value imported by an entity in this field.  To address this concern, the EMS/Trauma Registry will solicit input from stakeholders on this issue and a decision will be made based on stakeholder consensus.

Total ICU Length of Stay is a required (“essential”) data field and Length of Stay is not based on NTDB guidelines.

AIS values are not provided and the registry does not calculate ISS from the injuries entered.  How would a program manager know what the AIS value is if they did not have access to an AAAM resource book? 

Adding an AIS tool to the web data entry is an option the registry has discussed with our software vendor and with stakeholders.  However obtaining valid data that is universal for Texas requires more than the existence of an AIS tool for web data entry.  Currently, many versions of AIS are being used across the state and not all of the versions are able to be mapped to each other to give us a uniform measure to report.  Hospital staff that performs web data entry will need to be trained in AIS in order to record accurate and valid data using the AIS tool.  
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If the patient was not transported by EMS, why must “not applicable” still be manually entered for all EMS-related fields?

Depending on the record type, the field “Was the patient transported to a hospital by EMS?” will not appear.  This field will only appear in submersion records.  

Although this field will no longer appear in hospital records, the EMS/Trauma Registry is working with our software vendor to determine if new functionality can be introduced to address this issue for all EMS-related fields.  The new functionality will allow EMS-related questions that are not appropriate to be hidden based on the response to a previously answered question.

Please see Transported by EMS.pdf for additional information on how this section will now differ between submersion and hospital records:

a. Submersion records
1. “Was the patient transported to a hospital by EMS?”
i. Answer with either “yes” or “no”
ii. Selecting “no” will not hide the fields below, such as EMS Name, EMS Number, etc.
b. Hospital records
1. EMS Name and EMS Number
2. “Was the patient transported to a hospital by EMS?” no longer appears above EMS Name/Number

Until new functionality can be introduced, all required EMS-related fields should be answered as “not applicable.”

Why does selecting the Tab button not move the cursor to next field?

The Texas EMS/Trauma Registry and its software vendor have discovered a system error that may occur when a user attempts to “tab” from one field to the next.  The software vendor is addressing this core system issue, which will be repaired in a future system update.
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