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January 10, 2007
Dear Licensed Massage School Owner or Community College Massage Therapy Program:  
After receiving extensive input from a wide variety of stakeholders on the draft proposed rules, the Massage Therapy Licensing Program has finalized the proposed rules and completed the internal DSHS legal review.  The finalized proposed rules are now posted on the program website at:  http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/massage.

Major changes requested by some stakeholders which are included in the proposed rules include:

· Allowing but not requiring a massage school to begin the internship after a student has successfully completed at least 250 hours of instruction, including at least 100 hours of instruction in massage therapy

· Standards to approve unaccredited massage schools to offer a massage therapy educational program which exceeds 500 hours, for a total of up to twice the amount of hours required for licensure (up to 900 hours of coursework and 100 hours of internship) 

See attached page on how to submit changes to an approved 500 hour course based on these rules
Major changes requested by some stakeholders which were considered but rejected included:

· Allowing an internship of up to 1/3 of massage therapy educational program hours, with no limit on the total number of hours

· Allowing an unlicensed student to "work off" massage school tuition through an extended internship

· Creating or contracting for an additional 500 hour licensure examination specific to Texas
Another opportunity for public comment on the rules will be available in March 2008, when the proposed rules will be published in the Texas Register for a 30 day comment period. Please refer to the attached timeline for details. A link to the Texas Register publication with instructions on submitting formal public comments will be posted on the program website in March 2008 once the rules are approved for publication. You will be able to submit comments by mail, fax, or e-mail, and all comments will receive a response in the preamble for final adoption of the rules.

Additional information on foreign language exams:
· All students enrolled in a 500 hour course should be informed that they must test in English or Spanish 

· The Federation of  State Massage Therapy Boards (FSMTB) plans to offer the MBLEx examination in Spanish on or before September 1, 2008

· The National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork does not plan to offer a foreign language examination in 2008

If you have questions about specific issues not addressed in this letter or in the rules  please contact me  by e-mail at massage@dshs.state.tx.us or at the Massage Therapy Licensing Program phone number 512-834-6616.
Sincerely, 

Yvonne Feinleib, Program Director

Massage Therapy Licensing Program

Professional Licensing and Certification Unit
[image: image2.png]**
Xy TEXAS

Department of
State Health Services





Updated Notice to Massage Schools, January 2008
Concerns about Implementation and Timeline

The DSHS Professional Licensing and Certification Unit received several comments related to the HB 2644 implementation timeline and the need for DSHS to provide additional and timely public and stakeholder information.

Here is the current timeline:

March 6, 2007
HB 2644 filed with an effective date of January 1, 2008

May 27, 2007
HB 2644 modified by conference committee to establish an effective date of 


September 1, 2007

June 15, 2007
HB 2644 signed by the Governor

June 2007 
Stakeholder group offered to provide draft curriculum

August 1, 2007
Final version of stakeholders' draft curriculum submitted to DSHS

August 14, 2007
DSHS sent modified draft curriculum to all massage therapy educational programs

September 1, 2007
500 hour curriculum required for all students enrolling in massage school

September 26, 2007
Draft rule revisions posted on DSHS website, and stakeholders submit input

October 1, 2007
Stakeholder meeting to provide input on rules

October  2007
Written stakeholder input due on draft proposed rules

November 1, 2007
Proposed rule revisions finalized; begin internal DSHS legal review process

November 31, 2007
Deadline to submit list of students enrolled prior to September 1, 2007

December 2007
First students may complete 500 hour courses and apply for licensure

January  2008
Finalized proposed rules posted on DSHS website

January 30-31, 2008
DSHS Council will consider proposed rules implementing HB 2644 requirements

March 2008
Proposed rules will be published in the Texas Register for formal public comment

April 2007
Deadline to submit comments on proposed rules (end of 30 day comment period)

July 2008
Effective date for adoption of final rules

September 1, 2008
Proposed date for all students to have completed 300 hour courses

September 1, 2008
Proposed date to discontinue DSHS written and oral translations of the Texas state written exam 

August 31, 2009
Proposed date to completely discontinue the Texas state written exam for students completing 300 hour course - after this date, all applicants must pass a national exam

January 31, 2008 Deadline to Submit List of 300 Hour Students
Some schools have not yet submitted their list of current students who enrolled in a 300 hour course prior to September 1, 2007. Please submit your list prior to January 31, 2008.  A student's application for licensure may be denied if we do not have a list on file and we cannot substantiate that the student actually enrolled in massage school for the first time prior to September 1, 2007.

Reminder On What to Submit To DSHS Before Offering the 500 Hour Curriculum

Before offering a 500 hour course in accordance with the approved curriculum, each school must submit revised course materials to our office to update our files.  However, a prior onsite inspection will not be required for currently licensed schools to expand from a 300 hour to a 500 hour course.  Below are the materials each licensed school must submit before starting the 500 hour course:

· Copies of all updated enrollment agreement forms. 

· Updated list of staff and textbooks.

· Current materials listed on the Initial Massage Therapy School application checklist, which you have updated to expand from a 300 hour to a 500 hour course.


Note:  Prior approval of these updated materials is not required prior to teaching the 500 hour course.  The materials you submit will be reviewed, added to your file, and used during your next inspection. 

Instructions for submitting changes to a 500 hour course which has already been approved
Allowing but not requiring a massage school to begin the internship after a student has successfully completed at least 250 hours of instruction, including at least 100 hours of instruction in massage therapy

All you need to do is to submit a notice in writing to the Massage Therapy Licensing Program that you intend to begin offering the internship at 250 hours. Prior approval is not required to begin the internship at 250 hours. Please attach copies of any updated materials just as you did when you submitted the 500 hour materials.

Any licensed school may choose to modify instructional schedules to begin the internship after 250 hours of instruction, including at least 100 hours of massage. You are not required to structure your course in this way - you may continue to teach 450 hours of coursework and then begin the internship.

However, if you have students already enrolled in a 500 hour program, you must obtain signatures on amendments to their contracts with the changes to the internship schedule. 

The internship may not exceed 50 hours unless you receive prior approval from DSHS in accordance with the instructions listed below.
Standards to approve unaccredited massage schools to offer a massage therapy educational program which exceeds 500 hours, for a total of up to twice the amount of hours required for licensure (up to 900 hours of coursework and 100 hours of internship) 

No approvals will be granted until after the new rules become final in July 2008. Once the final rules are published in the Texas Register, you will be sent instructions on how to apply to offer a course which exceeds 500 hours, as well as a copy of the required DSHS form used to inform the student that the course exceeds the minimum number of hours required for licensure. 

We anticipate approving courses to start on or after September 1, 2008, once the last of the 300 hour courses are complete.

An Equal Employment Opportunity Employer and Provider

