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Number Present:

6
Marvarene Oliver, Chairman, at the Embassy Suites Hotel, 2911 Sage Road, Houston, Texas, called the meeting of the Board to order at 9:00 a.m.

Present:

The following members of the Board were present: Marvarene Oliver, Sandra DeSobe, Joe Ann Clack, Reverend B.W. McClendon, Brenda VanAmburgh and Jackie Weimer.

Absent:


Waymon Hinson, Simon Aguilar and Bishop Watson were absent.

Staff:

The following departmental staff were in attendance: Andrew Marks, Executive Director; Dan Meador, Office of General Council and Georgia Norman, Administrative Assistant, Professional Licensing and Certification.

Guests:

Susan Speight; Chris Shields, Texas Association of Marriage & Family Therapists.

Minutes Approved:

The Board reviewed the minutes from the October 6, 2003 meeting.  Brenda VanAmburgh made the motion to accept the minutes and seconded by Jackie Weimer.  The motion passed.

Agenda Item III:

Sandra DeSobe gave the Ethics Committee report.  The committee recommended 7 complaints to be closed without disciplinary action; 5 complaints for revocation; 2 complaints for probated suspension; 1 letter of advisement; 1 letter to cease and desist; 1 letter of reprimand; 1 complaint will be tabled for additional investigation and 1 complaint will be assessed a civil penalty of $75,000.00.  A motion was made by Jackie Weimer to accept the report and seconded by Brenda VanAmburgh.  The motion passed.  The committee also reviewed the request for amendments to an informal settlement of Mark Britain.  The committee denied the request.

This concluded the committee report. 

 
Brenda VanAmburgh gave the Applications Committee report.

The committee recommended that Karl Floyd’s license not be reinstated.  He must be reapply.  

The committee has recommended waiving the examination for Patricia
 Hudson.   The committee has denied the extension of Susan Brigg’s LMFT-A, but will be allowed to sit for the examination.   

The committee reviewed the request of Robert Naceano to extend his LMFT-A.  The committee will extend his license until December 31, 2004 to complete the hours.  

The committee also denied 5 requests for licensure extensions and the individuals may appeal on the basis that each must submit documentation of why they are unable to meet the requirements as established by the board.

The committee reviewed the request of Janet Miller-Cole to become an approved supervisor.  This request will be tabled until the Supervision Committee meets in April.


This concluded the committee report.

Agenda Item IV:

Andrew Marks discussed the pending complaints awaiting informal settlement or SOAH hearings.  

MF-03-30 regarding a reprimand of licensure.  A motion was made by Reverend McClendon and seconded by Jackie Weimer to accept the reprimand.  

MF-02-46 and MF-03-01- regarding a request for amendments to an informal settlement.  The committee denied the request.

Agenda Item V:

Andrew Marks discussed the Association of Marriage and Family Therapist Regulatory Boards Delegate Assembly report 

Agenda Item VI:

Andrew Marks discussed the examination pamphlet and whether interns to should take the examination.

Agenda Item VII:

Andrew Marks discussed the reorganization of the Professional Licensing and Certification Division, Bureau of Licensing and Compliance and the Health and Human Services Commission in response to HB 2292.  

Agenda Item VIII:

Chris Shields discussed the Sunset Commission review for 2005 and the importance of the awareness about the sunset process and encouraged board support during the process.   It was decided that additional time will be needed at next board meeting to discuss the sunset issues.

Agenda Item IX:

Marvarene Oliver gave the Board Chair report.  She expressed concern about information disseminated over the phone regarding the board.  She reminded the board to be respectful and accommodating to constituents during meetings. 


Agenda Item X:

Andrew Marks discussed the fee increase due to the Office of Patient Protection, which will affect all licenses.  

Agenda Item XI:


Andrew Marks discussed the budget and the customer survey report. He also discussed the division phone monitoring for customer service.

Agenda Item XII:

The next meeting will be held in Austin on April 2-3, 2004.  The next meeting dates will be July 11-12, 2003 and October 24-25, 2003. 

Agenda Item XIII:

There was no public comment.

Agenda Item XIV:
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.





_________________________________________





Marvarene Oliver, Chair





_________________________________________





Andrew Marks, Executive Director

