AMOXAPINE (ASENDIN®)
INDICATIONS
	1) Depression with psychotic features


PRECAUTIONS TO CONSIDER
	Contraindications
Absolute:
1)
History of anaphylactic reaction or similarly severe significant hypersensitivity to the medication prescribed

2)
Recovery phase of myocardial infarction

3)
Use of Monoamine oxidase inhibitor within 14 days

Relative:
1) Pregnancy/nursing mothers

2) History of neuroleptic malignant syndrome

Precautions
Alcohol intoxication, bipolar disorder in the absence of a mood stabilizer, recent or current blood dyscrasias, cardiovascular disorders including arrhythmia, heart block and failure, patients at risk for paralytic ileus, glaucoma, hepatic function impairment, hyperthyroidism, prostatic hypertrophy, renal failure, diagnosis of a seizure disorder, urinary retention, Parkinson’s disease, tardive dyskinesia or history of EPS.

Pregnancy and Breast-Feeding
See relative contraindications.  FDA Pregnancy Category C.

Drug Interactions of Major Significance
None

Age-Specific Considerations
1)
Not indicated in children under age 16

Side Effects Which Require Medical Attention
1)
Anticholinergic effects

2)
Sexual function impairment

3)
Seizures


4)
Dizziness, lightheadedness or fainting

5) EPS

6) Akathisia
7)
Tardive dyskinesia

8) Symptoms of prolactin elevation (galactorrhea, amenorrhea, gynecomastia)

9) Signs and symptoms of neuroleptic malignant syndrome


PATIENT MONITORING
	Patient Monitoring Parameters
1)
EKG – baseline and as clinically indicated.

2)
Pregnancy test - as clinically indicated.

3)
Screening for abnormal involuntary movements using a standardized test-prior to

Initiation, every three months, and as clinically indicated.

4 EPS evaluation baseline and weekly after initiation and dose increases, continue for 2 weeks after last dose increase
5 Prolactin level- if evidence of galactorrhea/gynecomastia, menstrual disturbance, libido disturbance, or erectile/ejaculatory disturbances in males

6 Monitor for emergence of suicidal ideation or behavior
Dosing
See DSHS/DADS Drug Formulary for dosage guidelines.
Exceptions to maximum dosage must be justified as per medication rule.
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