Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics

February 15, 2002, Regular Board Meeting Minutes

The Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics met February 15, 2002, 10:30 a.m., at the Crowne Plaza Suites, Dallas, Texas.  This was the Board’s 27th regular meeting.

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Wanda Furgason, Randy Hart, Thomas Lunsford, and Stanley Thomas and Lupe Young.

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, Marsha Lawson, David Richards, and Jim Zukowski.


 Item #  1:
Call to Order.  (Stan Thomas)


Mr. Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m.  Each person in attendance introduced themself.

 Item #  2:
Approval of the minutes from the November 2, 2001, meeting.  (Stan Thomas)


The minutes of the November 2, 2001 meeting were approved by unanimous voice vote.

 Item #  3:
Presiding Officer’s Report.  (Stan Thomas)


Mr. Thomas asked David Richards to report at the next Board meeting on the recent Meeting of the Combined Chairs, regarding the federal guidelines and rules on privacy and medical information.  These guidelines and rules will not apply to this licensing board, but SB 711 which will apply.

 Item #  4:
Executive Director’s Report.  (Donna Flippin)


Ms. Flippin’s report included an update on the Board website.  Individual license verifications are now available and the list of licensees has been removed.  If someone requests a list, staff will run and print the list report and mail to the requestor.  The information on facilities is stale and not complete.  A request to correct the problem has been submitted to the data processing staff.  Ms. Flippin shared an article about the new Texas Commissioner of Health, Dr. Eduardo Sanchez.  David Richards was asked to go over the bills that will impact this board.  

Division Director’s Report:  Dr. Jim Zukowski, Division Director, reported on a letter from Governor Perry and Mike Moresy, Budget Planning, the Health Department has instituted several procedures to show cost containment.  A freeze on hiring and merit raises has been placed on staff for the remainder of this fiscal year, as well as out-of-state travel.  A contingency plan is in place to contain costs.  

 Item #  5:
Public Comment.

None.

Item #  6:
Dr. Zukowski discussed the Fee Study and Budget for Fiscal Year 2002.  The Executive Director chose to take a cut in general operating expenses which will be monitored.  Some programs bring in third party reimbursement funds that will supplement this program.  An approximate increase of fees by 25-30 per cent would maintain the current level of expenditures.
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 Item #  7:
The Board approved the use of a new form and blueprint of the American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics (ABC) examination guidelines.

 Item #  8:
No report.

 Item #  9:
The Board approved and/or disapproved six licensure applications from individuals.

 Item #10:
The Board approved and/or disapproved three facility accreditation applications with a Letter of Warning to one.

 Item #11:
The Board accepted a motion by Scott Atha to accept a (licensee’s) report from the American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, Inc. (ABC) as proof of completion of continuing education (CE) along with the course content or itinerary in order to determine the number of hours.

 Item #12:
No licenses surrendered.

 Item #13:
The complaint report was given by the Executive Director and accepted by the Board.  A draft of the Board’s newsletter, The TBOP Bulletin, was presented for review.

 Item #14:
A motion was made by Scott Atha, seconded by Lupe Young, and agreed upon by the Board to return the proposed Amendments, Repeal and New Sections, 22TAC §§821.1-821.57 relating to orthotists and prosthetists, including fees, to the next Rules Review Meeting.

 Item #15:
A discussion on the feasibility of performing on-site pre-accreditation surveys of orthotic and prosthetic facilities was presented and found not to be feasible. 

 Item #16:
Review rules thoroughly for next Rules Review meeting.

 Item #17:
The Board discussed future meeting dates and locations.  The agreed dates were June 21, 2002, in San Antonio and October 11, 2002, in Austin.

 Item #18:
The meeting adjourned.


Stanley Thomas




Donna Flippin

Presiding Officer




Executive Director

