Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics

November 29, 2000, Regular Meeting Minutes

(The Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics met November 29, 2000, 10:00 a.m., at the Fort Sam Houston Officer’s Club, San Antonio, Texas.  This was the Boards twenty-third regular meeting.)

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Randy Hart, Stanley Thomas, and Lupe Young

Members Absent:
Wanda Furgason, and Thomas Lunsford

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, David Richards, Steve Slough, and Jennifer Hummel. 

Others Present:
Joe Sansone, Nathan Simonson, Ron Elliott, Gus Villarreal, Ruben Tamez Jr., Ken Fletcher, and





Chris Summers


Item #1:

Call to Order.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.

Item #2:

Approval of the Minutes From the August 22, 2000, Meeting.  (Scott Atha)

The August 22, 2000, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.

Item #3:

Presiding Officers Report.  (Scott Atha)




No report was made.
Item #4:

Executive Directors Report.  (Donna Flippin)

Ms. Flippin reported that, as of September 1, 2000, Jennifer Hummel filled the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics support staff position.  She also reported on Stakeholders meetings that have taken place to discuss funding and administrative issues.  Attendants at these meetings include board representatives from all of the regulatory boards and representatives from stakeholder organizations.  The purpose of the meetings is to gain support from the board representatives and stakeholder organizations for a legislative initiative asking that all revenue collected be appropriated to the Texas Department of Health for use by the Professional Licensure and Certification Division.

Item #5:

The Board approved and disapproved licensure applications from individuals.  

Item #6:

The Board approved all facility accreditation applications. 

Item #7:

Skipped

Item #8:

Skipped

Item #9:



The Board discussed the proposed rules of the Children with Special Health Care Needs and Services Program rules that would allow any orthotist or prosthetist licensed in Texas to be a provider.  They also have some proposed rules about reimbursement for orthotics or prosthetic services.  The 60-day comment period ends December 27, 2000.  

Item #10:



The Board discussed and approved participation in the Texas Medical Association Annual Meeting to be held May 3-5, 2001 in Houston, Texas.  The Board will enter under the scientific category and have a booth for a one hundred dollar fee.  The Consumer Education Committee will be in charge of preparations.  All of the Board members will alternate attendance in the booth.

Item #11:



The Board discussed and approved the consumer information brochure prepared by staff members.  Once a final draft is prepared and approved by each Board member it will be sent to all new licensees, renewals, facilities, and trade associations.  It will also be posted on the website.
Item #12:



The Board discussed and accepted the voluntary surrender of licenses from Gus Villarreal and Santiago Garcia.  Mr. Villarreal asked the Board to delay the acceptance of his surrender for two weeks.  The Board accepted his surrender effective immediately.

Item #13:



The Board discussed and accepted the Complaint Report, dated November 28, 2000, containing information on the number of complaints received and closed since 1998, the number of surrenders (2), and settlement agreements (1).  

Item #14:



The Board discussed assisting staff members with complaint processing.  Ms. Flippin will consult with Mr. Atha before closing complaints.

Item #16:



Future agenda items were not specified.
Item #17:



The Board discussed future meeting dates and locations.  The agreed date was March 2-3, 2001 in Corpus Christi, Texas.

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.

________________________________________







_______________________________________


Presiding Officer

























Executive Director

