Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics

August 24, 2001, Regular Board Meeting Minutes

The Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics met August 24, 2001, 10:00 a.m., at the Goodwill Industries Corporate Headquarters conference room, San Antonio, Texas.  This was the Board’s 25th regular meeting.

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Wanda Furgason, Thomas Lunsford, Stanley Thomas, and Lupe Young.

Members Absent:
Kenneth Randall Hart.

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, Marsha Lawson, David Richards, and Dr. Jim Zukowski.


 Item #  1:
Call to Order.  (Scott Atha)


Mr. Atha called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Each person in attendance introduced themself.

 Item #  2:
Approval of the minutes from the May 21, 2001, meeting.  (Scott Atha)


The minutes of the May 21, 2001, meeting were approved by unanimous voice vote.

 Item #  3:
Presiding Officer’s Report.  (Scott Atha)


Mr. Atha reported that he had attended a meeting of the Council of Independent Board Chairs where the budget was discussed.  Mr. Atha also informed the Board that there will be a luncheon on September 20th for Board chairs with the Board of Health that he will not be able to attend and asked if anyone else would like to attend.  Mr. Thomas agreed to attend.

 Item #  4:
Executive Director’s Report.  (Donna Flippin)


Ms. Flippin’s report included informing the Board that suggested proposed changes to the Board rules, included in their packets, should be reviewed for discussion at the November workshop meeting; a copy of e-mail regarding Senate Bill 791 that was vetoed by the governor that would have given the Board administrative penalty authority and authorization of emergency license suspension; discussed excerpt from the Texas Association of Orthotists and Prosthetists Newsletter regarding the professionalization of orthotics and prosthetics;  discussed the webpage from the Governor’s Appointment Division and how to contact the governor’s office concerning appointments and a list of the appointments available;  discussed a document explaining orthotic and prosthetic student registration concerns;  and introduction of Marsha Lawson, Administrative Assistant.  Dr. Jim Zukowski discussed the Texas Department of Health’s (TDH) Council of Independent Board Chairs and its purpose to form a better line of communication between independent licensing board chairs and the top management within TDH; presented the O&P budget report; presented information regarding the Council on Licensure and Enforcement Regulations (CLEAR) conference in San Antonio.
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*Item #16:
Public Comment (visitors)


Questions were presented regarding qualifications and required licenses.

 Item #  5:
The Board approved and disapproved 13 licensure applications from individuals.

 Item #  6:
The Board approved 9 facility accreditation applications.

 Item #  7:
The Board discussed questions relating to facility accreditation requirements.  This included discussion of facilities  

 Item #  8:
The agenda item concerned issues related to licensed physical therapists and regulation of orthotics and prosthetics.  This was not discussed or acted upon.

 Item #  9:
The Board discussed issues related to the practice of orthotics and prosthetics encroaching on each other.  An orthotist providing an orthosis with prosthetic toe fillers does not need a license to practice prosthetics and does not need to consult with or obtain the services of a licensed prosthetist.
 Item #10:
The Board discussed issues regarding draft Board policies, Public Participation in Board Meetings, Program Accessibility, and Division of Responsibilities.  The policies were accepted as written.

 Item #11:
The Board discussed issues regarding “Review of Washington State’s proposed rules on continuing competency”.  Ms. Flippin suggested the Board may wish to review these rules. 

 Item #12:
The Board considered a request to link the website of an orthotics and prosthetics facility to the Board’s website.  After review and discussion, the decision of the Board was to deny the request.

 Item #13:
No licenses were surrendered.

 Item #14:
The complaint report was given by the Executive Director and accepted by the Board.

 Item #15:
Election of officers was held for the new term.  Presiding officer is Stanley Thomas and Secretary is Thomas Lunsford.

 Item #17:
The Board will consider granting authorization to the Executive Director to approve applications under certain categories or conditions and rules at the next meeting.

 Item #18:
The Board discussed future meeting dates and locations.  The agreed dates were November 2, 2001, in Austin and February 15, 2002, in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
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 Item #19:
The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

* Items taken out of order


Presiding Officer




Executive Director

