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[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The newsletter that takes a Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child approach. 
Announcements
Healthy Texas Week 
The Texas Legislature officially recognizes Healthy Texas Week as the second week in April. From April 4 to 10, 2016, Texans are encouraged to Sweat more, Shop healthier, Serve their communities, and Pledge their support for a healthier Texas. This is the second annual initiative of the non-profit IT’S TIME TEXAS, presented by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas.  

National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect (NCCAN)
The Children’s Bureau’s Office on Child Abuse and Neglect (CB/OCAN) is sponsoring the 20th NCCAN in Washington, D.C. on August 31-September 2, 2016. The CB/OCAN strongly encourages the participation of consumers, parents, and other community partners as presenters. The Call for Abstracts can be accessed from the NCCAN website, and submissions are due by April 11.   
Professional Development Opportunities
School Nutrition Association (SNA) Webinar—April 6, 2016
The SNA hosts the webinar Best of #SNIC16 Series 2 of 3: Goin’ Mobile on Wednesday from 1:00-2:15 CST. A panel of school nutrition directors will share why and how they are expanding points of service beyond the traditional serving line to capture more customers at breakfast, lunch, and when school is out.  

Training for School-Based Health Centers—Beginning April 7, 2016
The National Association of Community Health Care Centers is recruiting a limited number of health centers to participate in Project ECHO®LGBT. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth have unique health needs, and clinicians having limited experience with this patient population are encouraged to apply. Training is free, ongoing, and offered the first and third Thursday of each month from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. CST. Please contact: Ashley Barrington at abarrington@nachc.com.  
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Texas School Nurse Administrators Association (TSNAA) Conference 
The annual TSNAA conference will be hosted by Houston Area Nurse Administrators June 12-14, 2016, at The Woodlands, TX. The conference theme is Would you Follow you? Keys to Great Leadership. Early-bird registration is due by May 2 and can be completed on the TSNAA webpage.

National School-Based Health Care (SBHC) Convention and Rally 
The 2016 National SBHC Convention and Rally will be held June 26-29 in Arlington, Virginia. Registration may be completed on the School-Based Health Alliance website, where session materials also may be accessed from the 2015 National SBHC Convention and Rally.   
Funding Opportunities
Carol M. White Physical Education Program (PEP) Grants—Deadline: May 20, 2016  
In late March the U.S. Department of Education announced the Fiscal Year 2016 Carol M. White PEP Grant Competition. These grants provide funding to local educational agencies and community-based organizations to initiate, expand, and improve physical education for students in grades K-12, including summer and before- and after-school programs. PEP grant recipients must implement programs that help students make progress toward meeting state physical education standards.

Fun Run Grant—Deadline: April 10, 2016
The Billion Mile Race organization is offering up to 50 grants for fun runs, giving priority to runs planned for spring 2016 and also considering runs planned for fall 2016. Priority will also be given to applicants who plan to use the Fun Run Grant to complement and support the activities of a school walk/run club. 

Teen Advisory Board (TB) Grant—Deadline: April 15, 2016
The Oliver Foundation has grants available in the amount of $500 for middle and high schools that want to implement a TB in the 2016-2017 school year. A TB is a group of diverse students who can mentor younger students and have a passion for creating a sustainable healthy campus environment and being involved in community service events. A school sponsor is required for a TB, and the Oliver Foundation will provide training and assist with implementation of the grant. 

School Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) Award—Deadline: April 15, 2016
This is a reminder that SHAC award nominations are due within the next two weeks. These awards are part of an initiative from the Texas Action for Healthy Kids SHAC Leadership Team. The five winning districts will be announced the first week in May.  
Nutrition Environment & Services
Farm to School Census
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) conducted the second nationwide Farm to School Census in 2015 to measure progress toward reaching the goal of increasing the availability of local foods in schools. The Census results show that, of the Texas districts responding to the Census survey, 28 percent participate in farm 
to school activities. And there are at least 286 school gardens in Texas! On the  USDA website, readers can learn more about the Census data and nominate a participating district for a “One in a Melon” award by April 12, 2016.   
Health Services
Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) Website
The Texas Interagency Taskforce for Children with Special Needs has released the website Navigate Life Texas, which is designed for the families of students with disabilities or special health-care needs. The website is available in English and Spanish and can be translated into other languages with a built-in Google translator. This website encourages parents to connect by suggesting various groups, services, and events related to a specific disability/need that can be searched via Texas regions.    
Social & Emotional Climate
First Study Tracking School Climate and Student Achievement across Years
The Research Alliance for New York City Schools released a report in March that honed in on four measures of school climate: school safety and order, leadership and professional development, high academic expectations, and teacher relationships and collaboration. Teachers were surveyed and middle school students’ test scores were tracked from 2008 to 2012. The study found that all four measures were independently linked to decreases in teacher turnover and that school safety and high academic expectations were directly connected to better scores on state math exams.     
Employee Wellness
Work Well Texas Website
The Texas Department of State Health Services’ Work Well Texas program provides guidance and resources to public and private employers, offering wellness activities and a six-step process for launching a strong wellness program. Work Well Texas also allows people to network with other employers free of charge. 
Quote to Note
“The true harbinger of spring is not crocuses or swallows returning to Capistrano, but the sound of the bat on the ball.”
Bill Veeck, author and businessman
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