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Texas Diabetes Council (TDC)  

Final Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 29, 2026 

1:00 p.m. 

Physical Location: Department of State Health Services (DSHS) 

Robert D. Moreton Building 

Room M100, First Floor 

1100 West 49th Street 

Austin, Texas 78756 

Teams Virtual Meeting 

Agenda Item 1: Welcome, logistical announcements, introduction of new 

members, and call to order 

Dr. Peña-Purcell, Vice-Chair, called the Texas Diabetes Council (TDC) meeting to order at 

1:01 p.m.   

 

Ms. Cates-Brown, Advisory Committee Coordination Office, Health and Human Services 

Commission (HHSC) read the logistical announcements and stated the meeting was being 

conducted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act. Ms. Cates-Brown conducted the 

member roll call and announced the presence or absence of quorum. 

Table 1: The Texas Diabetes Council member attendance at the January 29, 2026, 

meeting. 

Agenda Item 2: Consideration of October, 30, 2025, draft meeting minutes 

Dr. Peña-Purcell, Vice-Chair, referred members to the draft minutes emailed by the program 

liaison and called for any edits. Hearing none, Dr, Peña-Purcell called for a motion to 

approve the minutes of the October, 30, 2025, meeting. 

Member name Attended Member name Attended 

Mr. Chris Carmona (Chair)  Ms. Maryanne Strobel  

Mr. Dirrell Jones X Mr. John Trischitti, III X 

Vacant   Dr. Michael Kelly X 

Ms. Sharon Lemons 
X 

Dr. Kelly Fegan–Bohm 

Non-Voting Member 
X 

Ms. Aida (Letty) Moreno Brown 
 

Ms. Shannon Teer 

Non-Voting Member 
X 

Dr. Ninfa Peña-Purcell (Vice-

Chair) 
X 

Ms. Lisa Golden 

Non-Voting Member 
X 

Mr. Jason Ryan 
X 

Ms. Amy Chamberlain 

Non-Voting Member 
 

Dr. Renee’ Yarbrough-Yale 
X 

Ms. Laura Cervantes  

Non-Voting Member 
X 
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Motion: Mr. Trischitti moved to approve the minutes as presented from the October 30, 

2025, meeting. Mr. Ryan and Mr. Jones seconded the motion. Following a roll call vote, the 

motion passed by a majority vote with 7 yeas (Jones, Kelly, Lemons, Peña-Purcell, Ryan, 

Trischitti III, Yarbrough-Yale), 0 nays, and 3 absent (Carmona, Moreno-Brown, Strobel). 

Agenda Item 3: Overview: American Diabetes Association update: Mr. Douglas 

Dunsavage, Director of State Gov’t Affairs, Southeast and South-Central Region, American 

Diabetes Association 

Highlights from the presentation are below. 

ADA Priority Legislation 

• Amputation Prevention- Senate Bill 1677 (Sen. Menendez/Rep. VanDeaver) 

o Mandates a study by a top-tier research university (UTSA) to explore preventing and 

reducing diabetes-related amputations. 

o Findings will be reported back to the Governor and legislature by November 2026. 

o ADA is using the study as a blueprint for collecting data on amputation prevention in 

southern states. 

• Diabetes Prevention – SB 1 – Included in Budget Bill 

o The Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), in collaboration with the 

Department of State Health Services (DSHS), is directed to study the cost-

effectiveness and feasibility of a diabetes prevention program for Medicaid recipients. 

o This includes evaluating alternative interventions for those at risk of Type 2 diabetes. 

o HHSC must submit a report with findings and recommendations to the Governor and 

legislative committees by November 1, 2026. 

o Episcopal Health Foundation, who supported the study, has partnered with the 

Center for Health Studies to do a landscape assessment of the diabetes prevention 

program Medicaid benefit in other studies. It will be shared with HHSC. 

o ADA is working with the Episcopal Health Foundation and HHSC to develop 

prevention recommendations and policy solutions for treatment options.  

• Proposed Interim Charge – Diabetes Prevention/Obesity Care and Management 

o Study cost-effectiveness and health outcomes of comprehensive clinical obesity 

treatment — including medical, nutritional, behavioral, and pharmacologic care — for 

Medicaid and State Health Plan populations. 

o Examine access, reimbursement, and utilization barriers for providers and patients, 

including telehealth and multidisciplinary care models. 

o Analyze cost savings and workforce benefits from preventing obesity related diseases 

such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, kidney disease, and cancer. 

o Deadline for presenting the Interim Charge is February 9, 2026. 

• Rural Transformation Grants 

o ADA is very interested in looking at what is available and relevant to diabetes and 

obesity prevention. 

 

Discussion 

• Dr. Peña-Purcell asked about the scientific basis for the ADA’s prevention 

recommendations. Are they specific to the Medicaid population? ADA is working to 

collect hospital data to inform the amputation prevention recommendations, but the 

data is not focused specifically on Medicaid population. All recommendations are based 

on the ADA’s Standards of Care. He is not sure about the specifics on the obesity 

studies. 
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• Mr. Jones inquired about how far back the ADA’s data on amputations per year goes? 

Mr. Dunsavage will confer with colleagues and get back with the committee. 

• Mr. Kelly inquired if the ADA is looking at reimbursement barriers for diabetes self-

management. Mr. Dunsavage will confer with the Episcopal Health Foundation and get 

back with the committee. 

• Ms. Golden inquired if the amputation study evaluated the impact of indirect costs on 

amputations (including absenteeism and presenteeism)? Mr. Dunsavage will confer and 

get back with the committee. 

• Ms. Verlander inquired if campaigns are ongoing regarding education on prescreening 

techniques? Mr. Dunsavage mentioned that UTSA is looking at a broad spectrum of 

issues in this area and pre-screenings are a part of it.  

Agenda Item 4: Overview: T1D vs T2D Data Fact Sheet: Ms. Rachel Wiseman, Chronic 

Disease Unit, Director 

Highlights from the discussion are below. 

• Ms. Wiseman briefly gave an overview of last meeting’s discussion on the topic.  

• Type 1 diabetes and Type 2 diabetes hospitalization data is included in the meeting 

packet. Ms. Wiseman gave a brief overview of the data. 

• Dr. Peña-Purcell inquired if HHSC publishes statewide public health data in the same 

vein that the CDC publishes nationwide public health data? Ms. Wiseman mentioned that 

we can provide statewide data on diabetes. Dr. Fegan-Bohm mentioned the Texas 

Health Data Dashboard: https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/. 

Agenda Item 5: Consideration of the Proposal Rule Packet for proposed 

amendments to Texas Administrative Code, Title 25, Part 9, Rule §651, Conduct of 

Council Meetings: Ms. Rachel Wiseman, Chronic Disease Unit, Director 

Highlights from the discussion are below. 

• Ms. Wiseman gave an overview of the rulemaking process. 

• Dr. Peña-Purcell inquired about the proposed language we are moving forward with.  

• Dr. Peña-Purcell called for a motion to accept the proposed language.  

 

Motion: Dr. Peña-Purcell made a motion to approve the rule amendment, as presented. Mr. 

Trischitti moved to accept the proposed language. Mr. Ryan seconded the motion. Following 

a roll call vote, the motion passed by a majority vote with 7 yeas (Jones, Kelly, Lemons, 

Peña-Purcell, Ryan, Trischitti III, Yarbrough-Yale), 0 nays, and 3 absent (Moreno-Brown, 

Carmona, Strobel). 

Agenda Item 6: Updates from workgroup: Mr. Jason Ryan 

Highlights from the update are below. 

 

• The main focus was to hear from the Teacher Retirement System (TRS) on GLP-1 drugs. 

• 11% of TRS teachers have diabetes. 

• TRS now allows 13 refills per year of GLP-1 drugs for teachers with diabetes. 

• Mr. Ryan also reviewed the final version of the workgroup’s mission statement. 

• A motion for a committee vote on the mission statement will be included in the April 

meeting agenda. Ms. Wiseman will email a copy of the statement to committee 

members after the meeting.  

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/diabetes/data-reports
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/
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Agenda Item 7: Updates from State Agency Representatives 

a. Department of State Health Services- Dr. Kelly Fegan-Bohm, Medical Director and 

Ms. Rachel Wiseman, Unit Director 

DPCP Staffing Updates: 

• DPCP is looking to hire for the Program Specialist III position. 

• DPCP Staff is planning February State Engagement Program call. A guest presenter will 

discuss the National DPP. 

 

DPCP Program Updates: 

• From our team, Sanober Ismaily recently certified as a DSMES State Quality Specialist 

and Victoria Solis certified as a DPP State Quality Specialist. 

 

CDC-RFA-DP-23-0020 Grant: 

• The Diabetes Prevention and Control Program has received the Notice of Award (NOA) 

for Year 3 of the CDC DP23-0020 grant.  

 

Diabetes News You Can Use 

• The latest issue of Diabetes New You Can Use is going out in February. Email 

diabetes@dshs.texas.gov to get on the distribution list.  

 

b. Health and Human Services- Ms. Shannon Teer, Nurse Policy Analyst, HHSC 

representative 

 

• The DSMES MMNT study is still in progress. 

• Rider 38 directs HHSC in collaboration with DSHS to evaluate the cost-effectiveness and 

feasibility of implementing and administering a diabetes prevention program for 

Medicaid recipients. 

o Research is still in progress. 

• Texas Medicaid has covered continuous glucose monitors (CGMs) for some time.  

o Based on stakeholder feedback, HHSC provided clarification to providers that there 

isn’t a need for recipients to submit glucose logs for a 30-day period prior to 

authorization which will hopefully increase access for more Medicaid members. 

 

c. Teacher Retirement System of Texas- Ms. Laura Cervantes, Sr. Clinical Consultant 

 

• 25 new school districts are participating in TRS. 

 

d. Employees Retirement System of Texas- Ms. Amy Chamberlain, Government Affairs 

Specialist 

 

• Ms. Chamberlain will be presenting to the TDC Workgroup in July. 

 

mailto:diabetes@dshs.texas.gov
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e. Texas Workforce Commission- Ms. Lisa Golden, Diabetes Program 

Specialist/Vocational Rehabilitation/ Division for Blind Services 

 

• TWC is working on a project to assess what diabetes management in the workplace 

looks like. 

 

Agenda Item 8: General Announcements- Dr. Peña-Purcell, TDC Vice-Chair 

• No announcements. 

Agenda Item 9: Review of action items and agenda items for next meeting 

• Dr. Peña-Purcell would like to have a discussion on the Strategic Plan. 

 Agenda Item 10: Upcoming meeting dates 

• April 23, 2026 

• July 23, 2026 

• October 22, 2026 

Agenda Item 11: Public comment 

• No public comments. 

 Agenda Item 12: Adjourn 

Dr. Peña-Purcell, Vice-Chair, thanked council members for attending, and adjourned the 

meeting at 2:13 p.m.  

Below is the link to the archived video recording of the Texas Diabetes Council meeting to 

view and listen for approximately two years from date meeting is posted in accordance with 

the HHSC records retention schedule.  

https://texashhsc.v3.swagit.com/videos/373588   

https://texashhsc.v3.swagit.com/videos/373588

