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Lab 101

• Antibody - soluble proteins produced by B cell, 
they interact with specific antigens

• Antigen - a molecule capable of interacting with 
components of the immune systems (antibodies or 
immune cells)

• Five kinds of antibodies

o IgG, IgM, IgA, IgD, IgE
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IgM-IgG Humoral Response

1.IgM

a.produced as a first response to many antigens

b. levels remain high transiently
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2. IgG
a. produced after 

IgM
b. higher levels 

persist in small 
amounts 
throughout life

c. produced in large 
amounts during 
secondary 
response



Common Lab Tests
1. Serology tests (IgM, IgG, IgA testing)

a. Uses serum from blood or CSF
b. Can take longer to receive results
c. Tests do not always accurately show an active infection
d. Measures the level of antibodies your body has mounted 

during an immune response

2. PCR 
a. Amplifies small amounts of RNA or DNA from a specimen 

and then compares the sample to unique sequences of 
known pathogens to see if there is a match

b. Does not look at the immune response to a pathogen
c. Quick and cheap

3. Culture
a. Direct viral or bacterial isolation grown in a medium
b. Usually considered the gold standard for lab tests
c. Can be difficult to isolate and grow depending on the 

pathogen (i.e. pertussis)
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AFM Reporting Steps

1.Call the VPD Team

2.Patient Summary Form (3 pages)  Fax or email 
to VPD Team

3.Medical Records  Fax or email to VPD Team

4.MRI images on CD  Mail to the CDC

5.Specimens submitted to DSHS

6.Wait for case determination from CDC
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Acute Flaccid Myelitis (AFM) 
Patient Summary Form 
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Patient Summary Form – Page 1
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You fill out this part

The CDC determines 
case status



Patient Summary Form – Page 2
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Neurologist/Physician 
fills in this information



Patient Summary Form – Page 2
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Please make sure physician name and contact information is 
legible so you can reach out after case determination is made.

AFMTexas@dshs.texas.gov



Patient Summary Form – Page 3
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Send MRI CD here:
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Send all MRIs performed at the hospital during their 
hospitalization(s) for AFM, not just one MRI. 



AFM Specimens
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REMINDER:

If submitting specimens, you must have a G-2V 
form per specimen.

If you have 3 stool specimens, you must have 3 
separate G-2V forms.
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AFM Case Determinations
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Streptococcus pneumoniae State Plan

House Bill 970

• State plan for prevention and treatment of 
diseases caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae

• Education and prevention strategies to increase 
awareness, knowledge,  and understanding of S. 
pneumoniae
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Streptococcus pneumoniae State Plan

Targeted demographic groups:

• Elderly, 

• Children under 2 years of age, 

• Persons living in long term care facilities, 

• Persons with chronic heart or lung disease,

• Smokers, and 

• Persons with asplenia.

10/25/2018 16



Streptococcus pneumoniae State Plan

How are you affected?

• NBS required fields changes

• Updated case track requirements

• Educational trainings to enhance data collected
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VPD Administrative Updates
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• New Varicella reporting form

• Updated webpages and investigation forms




