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DISCLAIMER

The information presented today is based current preliminary data and on CDC’s recent 

guidance. Information is subject to change.
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Uniting for Ukraine 
(U4U)
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• Established April 21, 2022, by the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

• Pathway for Ukrainian citizens and their immediate 
family members to come to the U.S. and stay 
temporarily in a two-year period of parole.

• The Program requires proof of tuberculosis (TB) 
screening (an “attestation”) within 90 days of 
arrival in the U.S.

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
awarded $8 million to 64 grantees to support TB 
services for U4U parolees. 

• Texas received $411,514.

https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine

https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine
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Federal Tuberculosis (TB) 
Screening Requirements

Attestation for TB Screening

• Ukrainians > 2 years must have a TB screening test 
performed within 90 days of arrival in the U.S.

• Children <2 years old are exempt for TB screening 
under the federal requirements.

• The Interferon Gamma Release Assay (IGRA) is the 
required screening test. 

Uniting for Ukraine | Homeland Security (dhs.gov)

https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine


TB Burden in Ukraine

• Ukraine has a much higher incidence of TB 
compared to the United States 

• TB incidence rate in 2019

• Ukraine, 65 per 100,000
a

• United States, 2.7 per 100,000
b

• Ukraine is one of the 10 countries globally 
with the highest burden of multidrug 
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB)a

• 27% MDR-TB among new cases in 2019

5

a  Available https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Operational-considerations-Russia-aggression-towards-Ukraine-final.pdf
b Available https://www.cdc.gov/tb/statistics/tbcases.htm, accessed October 2, 2022

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Operational-considerations-Russia-aggression-towards-Ukraine-final.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/statistics/tbcases.htm


U4U Federal Funding 
for Texas
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• Total Award: $411,514

• Project period: 9/1/2022 – 12/31/2022 
with extension through 9/30/2023

• Funding Supports

• IGRA Testing

• Medications to treat TB infection & 
suspected and confirmed TB disease



Texas LHD/PHR TB Services

• Local health departments and DSHS Public Health 
Regions (LHDs/PHRs) perform TB screening with 
either a T-SPOT or QuantiFERON TB Gold (QFT) IGRA 
test.

• Both IGRA tests are available through the DSHS’ 
contract with Quest Diagnostics, Inc.

• In addition to TB screening, LHDs/PHRs treat for TB 
infection and when identified, suspected/confirmed TB 
disease.
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Texas LHD/PHR TB Services

• As of September 30, 2022, 13 LHD/PHR TB Programs 
have screened Ukrainian parolees. 
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Austin Public Health Public Health Region 7

Collin County Health Care Services Public Health Region 8

Dallas County Health and Human 
Services

Public Health Region 11

Denton County Health Department Houston Health Department

Hidalgo County Health Department San Antonio Metropolitan Health District

Public Health Region 4/5N Williamson County and Cities Public 
Health District

Public Health Region 6/5S



Ukrainian Parolees Screened by 
Funded TB Programs, Texas
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Jurisdiction
Number 

Screened
Number with 
TB Infection

Number with 
Suspected TB 

Disease

Austin Public Health 12 1 0

Collin County Health Care Services 21 0 0

Dallas County Health and Human Services 3 0 0

Denton County Public Health 7 2 0

Hidalgo County Health Department 2 0 0

Public Health Region 4/5N 1 1 0

Public Health Region 6/5S 12 0 0

Public Health Region 7 1 0 0

Public Health Region 8 1 1 0

Public Health Region 11 7 0 0

Houston Health Department 7 0 3

San Antonio Metropolitan Health District 1 0 0

Williamson County and Cities Health District 35 2 0

Total 110 7 3



DSHS TB Unit Response Activities

• All TB services for U4U parolees 
are tracked

• IGRA accounts are being set up with 
Quest Diagnostics

• Medications ordered for this 
population tracked in ITEAMS

• Screening is entered in the electronic 
disease surveillance system, THISIS 
(TB, IHV, STD Integrated System)

• U4U Fact Sheet for TB Services 
provides the services offered and 
tracking tools
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U4U Fact Sheet for TB Services



Questions?




