
Mumps in Immigration 
Detention Facilities
Greg Leos
Kelsey Sanders



Timeline
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Late 
September: 

Call from 
Arizona

10/1/2019: 
Call from 
Florida

10/12/2019: 
Call from 
Region 11

…and so it began.



What do we mean by 
“Immigration Detention 
Centers”?

1.Unaccompanied minor shelters
2.Traditional detention centers 
3.Any facility that houses immigrants 

(e.g., county jails, correctional 
facilities)
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Two types of 
challenges:

1. The facilities themselves
2. Public health control measures of 

mumps
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Agencies Involved
• 5 federal jurisdictions under 4 US 

Departments
• CDC
• State health departments
• Local health departments (not only in 

Texas but other states)
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Federal Agencies
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Agency US Department
Office of Refugee 

Resettlement 
(ORR)

Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS)

Immigration and 
Customs 

Enforcement (ICE)

Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS)

Customs and 
Border Patrol 

(CBP)

Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS)

US Marshals 
Services (USMS) Department of Justice (DOJ)

Federal Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP) Department of Justice (DOJ)



Types of facilities
• Shelters (ORR)
• ICE owned facilities
• ICE contracted facilities
• Intergovernmental agreement facilities

oLocal or state owned facilities housing 
detained migrants

• Family residential facilities
• USMS facilities 

7



Texas Detention 
Facilities
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Facility Populations
• ICE only
• Mixed ICE and USMS
• If state/county owned (e.g., county jail), 

mixed US citizen with detained migrants
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Control Measure 
Challenges
• Close contact
• Rapid turnover of population
• Vaccination status
• ICE Health Guidance
• To make it even more complicated--

who operates the health services within 
the facility

• Contractors for employees

10



Why are we seeing 
mumps now? 
• Traditionally saw varicella
• Honduras declared a medical emergency in September 

2018
• April 2019, El Salvador Pediatric Association released an 

alert about mumps outbreaks
• Mumps was not added to the measles-containing vaccine 

until the 1990s in Latin American Countries
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How do we classify a 
case?
• The mumps case belongs to the facility 

and/or state where parotitis onset began.
• Need at least two days of parotitis and/or 

orchitis or oophoritis
• Need laboratory evidence (PCR, viral 

culture, or IgM+) and/or an epi-link
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The Numbers: National
• 926 mumps cases in ICE detainees*
• 20 states
• 59 facilities

*Data is provisional as of 9/17/2019 and only includes ICE 
detainees 13



The Numbers: Texas
• 543 cases*
• 40 facilities

*Data is provisional as of 9/23/2019 and includes U.S. Marshals (USMS), U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE), Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP), unaccompanied minors in ORR custody, and 

detainees/unaccompanied minors not in ORR custody. 
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HSR % of cases

HSR 1 0%

HSR 2/3 1%

HSR 4/5N 4%

HSR 6/5S 14%

HSR 7 3%

HSR 8 20%

HSR 9/10 5%

HSR 11 53%



Successes
• Coordination
• Communication
• Lab testing
• ICE Health Guidance

o Updated recommendations
o Vaccination during outbreaks

• Relationships between facilities and 
health departments

• Awareness
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Thank you
VPDTexas@dshs.texas.gov
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