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In this issue…  

Antimicrobial Use and Resistance 
Updated Core Elements of Outpatient Antibiotic Stewardship 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
updated the “Core Elements of Outpatient Antibiotic 
Stewardship” to highlight strategies organizations can use to 
strengthen outpatient antibiotic stewardship programs. The 
updated guidance describes the role health systems play in 
improving antibiotic use while supporting stewardship 
activities. Organizations can use this guidance to support 
antibiotic stewardship programs, protect patients, and improve 
clinical outcomes.  
Learn more: https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/hcp/core-
elements/outpatient-antibiotic-stewardship.html 

U.S. Antibiotic Awareness Week - Coming This November  
November 18-24 is U.S. Antibiotic Awareness Week (USAAW), promoting appropriate antibiotic use 
to help prevent antimicrobial resistance and protect patient safety.  
Each year, CDC releases free resources to help organizations participate in USAAW. Share 
educational resources, wear purple, incorporate antibiotic stewardship messages into meetings or 
newsletters, and/or light local landmarks purple to help raise awareness during USAAW. Email photos 
to AntibioticStewardship@dshs.texas.gov to be featured on the Healthcare Safety Unit (HSU) website 
and newsletter.  
Learn more: https://www.cdc.gov/antimicrobial-resistance/communication-resources/usaaw.html 
  

Antimicrobial Use and Resistance .............................................................................................. 1 

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology Podcast ............................ 2 

Department of State Health Services Audiovisual Library .......................................................... 2 

Infection Control Resources ....................................................................................................... 2 

Preventable Adverse Events ...................................................................................................... 3 

Well-being Check ....................................................................................................................... 3 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/rr/rr6506a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/rr/rr6506a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/hcp/core-elements/outpatient-antibiotic-stewardship.html
https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/hcp/core-elements/outpatient-antibiotic-stewardship.html
https://www.cdc.gov/antimicrobial-resistance/communication-resources/usaaw.html
https://www.cdc.gov/antimicrobial-resistance/about/index.html
mailto:AntibioticStewardship@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/disease-surveillance-epidemiology-section/healthcare-safety-unit
https://www.cdc.gov/antimicrobial-resistance/communication-resources/usaaw.html


DSHS Healthcare Safety Newsletter ● Summer 2026 Page 2 

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and 
Epidemiology Podcast 

 
Episode #81 – AI in Action at APIC26: Transforming Infection Prevention 
Jameson Dowling, MPH, a Data Analyst with the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Infection 
Prevention & Control Department, discusses how his team uses artificial intelligence (AI) in public 
health reporting. Dowling highlights the challenges of AI accuracy and privacy concerns regarding 
patient information, while also discussing the future of AI use in healthcare settings. Listen to the 
podcast to learn more! 
Association for Professionals in Infection Control Podcast Website: #81 AI in Action at APIC26: 
Transforming Infection Prevention – 5-Second Rule 

Department of State Health Services Audiovisual Library 
Texas Department of State Health Services’ (DSHS) Audiovisual Library provides free video 
streaming for people doing work related to health education, public health, job safety, safety and 
health training, and emergency services. 
To access streaming services, Texas residents aged 18+ can register at 
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/audiovisual-library/ap-safety-training-form 
For more information, visit https://www.dshs.texas.gov/library-information-science-
program/audiovisual-library/audiovisual-library-forms 

Online Video Highlights: Fighting Antimicrobial Resistant Pathogens  
This video discusses the emergence of antimicrobial-resistant pathogens and infection prevention 
recommendations from CDC for healthcare workers. 
Access the highlighted video here: Advanced Search - OPAC Discovery by entering the video name 
in the “title” search field. 

Infection Control Resources 
Project Firstline Clostridioides difficile Infographic  

CDC’s Project Firstline released a new Clostridioides difficile (C. diff) infographic to 
help healthcare workers recognize C. diff risks, how C. diff spreads, and tips to reduce 
transmission. Share during quick trainings, team huddles, or as a visual reminder in 
shared staff areas, such as the break room or lockers.  

C. diff is a germ that causes severe diarrhea due to the disruption of helpful bacteria in the gut (often 
during antibiotic use). C. diff spreads from person to person or from touching contaminated surfaces. 
Proper hand-washing techniques and hygiene practices help prevent C. diff spread. Learn more: 
Clostridioides difficile in Healthcare: Recognize the Risk and Stop the Spread | Project Firstline | CDC 

https://5secondruleshow.org/episode/81-ai-apic26/?utm_campaign=34866477-5%20Second%20Rule%20Podcast&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9noIXGHASGlpGISbhr1eO_L_vHWzue9GKbZcOwuyMKdmXjF9xX2rOH6DIwpCTlT0AEWt2cMMiZzZziwKt8ku-KMUY0zhLvsO1smtbW00AvgIiwHG4&_hsmi=422962071&utm_content=422962071&utm_source=hs_email
https://5secondruleshow.org/episode/81-ai-apic26/?utm_campaign=34866477-5%20Second%20Rule%20Podcast&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9noIXGHASGlpGISbhr1eO_L_vHWzue9GKbZcOwuyMKdmXjF9xX2rOH6DIwpCTlT0AEWt2cMMiZzZziwKt8ku-KMUY0zhLvsO1smtbW00AvgIiwHG4&_hsmi=422962071&utm_content=422962071&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/audiovisual-library/ap-safety-training-form
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/library-information-science-program/audiovisual-library/audiovisual-library-forms
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/library-information-science-program/audiovisual-library/audiovisual-library-forms
https://t40012.eos-intl.net/T40012/OPAC/Search/AdvancedSearch.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/c-diff-in-healthcare-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/c-diff/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/training/c-diff.html


DSHS Healthcare Safety Newsletter ● Summer 2026 Page 3 

New World Screwworm Infographic Now Available in Spanish  
The 2026 Spring Healthcare Safety Newsletter highlighted a CDC infographic about New World 
Screwworm (NWS). A Spanish version is now available to help healthcare workers recognize and 
follow proper reporting and waste management recommendations to prevent NWS community 
spread. Learn more: https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/training/new-world-screwworm.html 

Preventable Adverse Events  
Preventable Adverse Event Reporting Deadlines 
The Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 98, and Texas Administrative Code: Rule §200.8 require 
Texas general hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers to maintain enrollment in the Texas 
Healthcare Safety Network (TxHSN) for mandated preventable adverse event (PAE) reporting. This 
TxHSN requirement supports statewide patient safety, transparency, and quality improvement efforts. 
Facilities must submit PAE data according to the following annual schedule: 

Annual PAE Reporting Period  Annual Data Submission Deadline  
January 1 – March 31 June 30 
April 1 – June 30 September 30 
July 1 – September 30 December 31 
October 1 – December 31 March 31 (following year) 

For more guidance on the reporting schedule and due dates, visit Texas Administrative Code: Rule 
§200.8. Email PAETexas@dshs.texas.gov with questions. 

How to Create a Texas Healthcare Safety Network User Account 
PAE compliance requires facilities to obtain a Texas Healthcare Safety Network (TxHSN) user 
account to report PAEs. All facilities must have one TxHSN user as the PAE point of contact. Please 
complete the PAE Contact Change Form and send it to PAETexas@dshs.texas.gov to create a 
TxHSN account and designate the PAE point of contact for your facility. 

Well-being Check 
Prepare for Respiratory Virus Season 
Summer is ending, and fall is around the corner, so now is a great time to 
prepare for respiratory virus season. Respiratory viruses, such as 
influenza (flu), COVID-19, and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), spread 
more during the fall and winter months. According to CDC, the 2024-2025 
respiratory virus season resulted in an estimated one million 
hospitalizations and more than 70,000 deaths.  
Following these simple steps to protect yourself and others from 
respiratory viruses and to reduce illness spread in the months ahead: 

• stay current on immunizations 

• wash your hands regularly 

• taking steps for cleaner air (e.g., gathering outdoors, opening a window to bring in fresh 
outside air, or purifying indoor air) 

• stay home when sick 
Learn more: Preventing Respiratory Illnesses | Respiratory Illnesses | CDC 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-IDPS-HCSafety/HSU%20Newsletters/dshs-healthcare-safety-newsletter_spring-2026.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/New-World-Screwworm-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/New-World-Screwworm-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/es/New-World-Screwworm-ES-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/training/new-world-screwworm.html
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.98.htm
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=06%2F16%2F2026&recordId=171179
https://txhsn2.dshs.texas.gov/
https://txhsn2.dshs.texas.gov/
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=06%2F16%2F2026&recordId=171179
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=06%2F16%2F2026&recordId=171179
mailto:PAETexas@dshs.texas.gov
https://txhsn2.dshs.texas.gov/
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/IDCU/health/preventable-adverse-events/TxHSN-PAE-Facility-Contacts.docx
mailto:PAETexas@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/php/toolkit/index.html#cdcreference_1
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/php/toolkit/index.html#cdcreference_1
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/immunizations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/hygiene.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/air-quality.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/precautions-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/index.html
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