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THANK YOU for coming!!!

We appreciate your attendance at 
this summit.

What did we learn?



Successes to Date



Perinatal Hep B Timeline
First Hep B vaccine implemented in 1982

 prior only HBIG was available for PEP

ACIP recommended…

 HBsAg screening for high-risk pregnant women in 1984

 and for all pregnant women in 1988.

Federal Government began funding Hep B prevention programs in 1990.

ACIP recommends universal Hep P vaccination for all US infants in 1991
Achievements in Public Health: Hepatitis B Vaccination --- United States, 1982--2002 (cdc.gov)

TX PHBPP was established in 1991
Hepatitis B | Texas DSHS

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5125a3.htm
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunizations/what-we-do/vaccines/hepatitis-b


Perinatal Hep B Achievements
TEXAS has some of the most comprehensive Perinatal Hep B laws among the 50 states

Assessment of State Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention Laws - PMC (nih.gov)

The Texas Health and Safety Code

The Texas Administrative Code

TEXAS requires…
• All pregnant women to be screened for HBsAg at both the initial 

prenatal visit AND at delivery
• HBsAg Test results reported MUST include the patient’s pregnancy 

status
• POS test results MUST be reported within one day
• ALL types of obstetric care providers are subject to screening laws

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5873954/
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/?link=HS
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/tac/index.shtml


Outcomes of Prevention Efforts 

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2020surveillance/index.htm. Published September 2022

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2020surveillance/index.htm.%20Published%20September%202022


Perinatal Hep B Achievements
Outcomes of Infants born in 2019 to persons infected with Hepatitis 
B and managed by CDC Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention Program 
through the end of 2024

Infants Managed HBIG & Vaccine
at birth

Completed series
by 12 mos

All States 9055 96% 85%

Texas 539 96% 86%

Houston 119 95% 82%

City data are mutually exclusive from state data.
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2020surveillance/index.htm. Published September 2022

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2020surveillance/index.htm.%20Published%20September%202022


Outcomes of Prevention Efforts 

Reduce Estimated New Hepatitis B Virus Infections | CDC

Viral Hepatic Surveillance Report United States, 2021

https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/policy/npr/2023/NationalProgressReport-HepB-ReduceInfections.htm


Current Landscape
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Post Pandemic World

The pandemic's role in shaping parents' 
attitudes toward vaccines
In summer 2022, parents with children ages 0-17 were 
surveyed:

Post Pandemic Vaccine Hesitancy

Compared to before the pandemic…
• 11% believed childhood vaccines are less safe
• 12% believed that childhood vaccines are less important
• 13% believed that childhood vaccines are less effective

https://sph.umich.edu/news/2024posts/the-pandemics-role-in-shaping-parents-attitude-toward-vaccines.html


Post Pandemic World

Vaccination Exemptions by state

“The number of kids whose 
caregivers are opting them out 
of routine childhood vaccines 
has reached an all-time high, 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported”
  

Nov. 9, 2023

https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/cdc-reports-highest-childhood-vaccine-exemption-rate-ever-rcna124363
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7245a2.htm?s_cid=mm7245a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7245a2.htm?s_cid=mm7245a2_w


Concerns re: Maternal Mortality

Maternal Mortality Rates in the United States, 2021 (cdc.gov)

Pregnancy-related deaths fall to pre-pandemic 
levels, new CDC data shows - CBS News

20232021

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hestat/maternal-mortality/2021/maternal-mortality-rates-2021.htm
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pregnancy-related-deaths-decline-2023-cdc-data/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pregnancy-related-deaths-decline-2023-cdc-data/


Concerns re: Infant Mortality

In a 2021 report, the US ranked 33rd among 
developed nations in Infant Mortality
International Comparison | 2021 Annual Report | AHR (americashealthrankings.org)

U.S. Maternal Mortality Within a Global Context: Historical Trends, Current State, and Future Directions - PMC (nih.gov)

https://www.americashealthrankings.org/learn/reports/2021-annual-report/international-comparison
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8020556/


Concerns re: Congenital Syphilis
Maternal syphilis rates in the US have tripled 
in recent years, CDC report shows

https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/13/health/maternal-syphilis-rates-surge-infant-risk/index.html

CNN FEB 13, 2024

In the US, congenital syphilis 
(CS) has been rising the last 
eight years. In 2018, the 
number of CS cases was the 
highest since 1995.
DSHS Congenital Syphilis

https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/13/health/maternal-syphilis-rates-surge-infant-risk/index.html
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/hivstd/info/cs


Concerns re: Congenital Syphilis
In Texas in 2021, the number of CS cases reported 
was the highest since 1993. 

In 2019, approximately 1 in 750 
Texas babies was born with 
congenital syphilis.

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/legislative/2022-Reports/2023-Congenital-Syphilis-Report.pdf

DSHS Congenital Syphilis

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/legislative/2022-Reports/2023-Congenital-Syphilis-Report.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/hivstd/info/cs


Challenges Ahead
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Now is the time

Consider Perinatal Hep B 
part of the collective push 
to do better for all our 
moms and newborns.



Thank you!
Closing Remarks

Carlos Plasencia, MD
DSHS Region 6/5 South

5425 Polk St.
Houston, TX  77023

713-767-3000
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