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• Enter TB contact investigations in 
NEDSS; 

• Create investigations for TB 
contacts; and

• Link and update TB contacts to 
their source.

After completing this 
course, you should be 
able to:



Entering a TB Contact 
Investigation



Example: Michaels Scott’s CI
Michael Scott has active pulmonary TB and now a contact investigation must be conducted.



Locate the Contact 
Investigation Tab for the 

source case

Reminder: 
• An initial interview for suspected or confirmed TB should be conducted within three working days of a patient being reported to the TB program.
• Patients who are AFB sputum smear positive and/or have chest imaging revealing cavitation must have the second interview seven days after the initial interview

Use the Contact 
Investigation section to 

enter details about the CI

In the Risk Assessment and Interview 
Details subsections users will enter 
information about the type CI, 
infectious periods, and CI interviews 

Entering Contact Investigation Details



Reminder: 
• Contact the Tuberculosis and Hansen’s Disease Unit’s Epidemiology team at TBEpi@dshs.texas.gov

if you have any questions about the contact investigation process

Entering Index Case Epidemiologic History

Use the Patient 
History 

subsection to 
enter relevant 

information the 
index’s history 

mailto:TBEpi@dshs.texas.gov


Entering Exposure Locations

Use the Exposure Location repeating block to report all locations where the index case 
might have exposed others to TB during their infectious period

Add details about each location including type, dates, and number or contacts 
identified

Once complete click ‘Add’ to populate this information in the chart above. Users 
may enter multiple exposure locations 



Demo Part 1
Entering TB Contact Investigations
https://vimeo.com/901264831/8b26aa0064?share=copy

https://vimeo.com/901264831/8b26aa0064?share=copy




Create Investigations for TB 
Contacts



Creating Investigations for Contacts:
Search for a Patient File

Using the 
information 

collected during the 
contact 

investigation, search 
for a Patient File for 
the named contact.



Users may have to create a new Patient File 
and/or Investigation for the contacts

Only create LTBI Investigations for contacts that are dispositioned as 
ATS-2 prior to the investigation being created in NEDSS.

Creating Investigations for Contacts
Creating TB or LTBI Investigation 



Use the TB 
Exposure 
Repeating 
Block to 

enter 
information 

about the TB 
exposure 

Enter all information about 
this exposure that is 

relevant to determine if 
the contact was fully 

evaluated for TB

Creating Investigations for Contacts
Entering Information About Exposure to TB 

Locate the Contact 
Investigation Tab for 

the contact

Once all information is 
entered, ‘Add’ to save the 

information.



Demo Part 2
Create Investigations for TB Contacts
https://vimeo.com/901264842/18f72f24c7?share=copy

https://vimeo.com/901264842/18f72f24c7?share=copy




Linking Source Case and 
Contacts



Creating Contact Records 

Return to the index case’s investigation 
and locate the Contact Records tab 

Without entering Edit Mode, 
click ‘Add New Contact 
Record’ in the Contacts 

Named by Patient subsection



Creating Contact Records
Searching for the Named Contact

The user should search for the named 
contact they are trying to link.



Review search results and determine if you are 
which event you are trying to add. Pay attention to 
details such as DOB, Address, and Investigation(s) 

to ensure that you are linking the right contact

Creating Contact Records
Finding Contact’s Patient File

Click on the 
green 

checkmark to 
the left when 
you are ready 

to create a 
contact 

record for the 
contact



In the Contact Record Tab
the Jurisdiction, Date 

Named, Relationship, and 
Exposure Type (all marked 

with a red asterisk) are 
required to save the record. 

Under Processing Decision select ‘Link 
to Existing Investigation’

Once all information is entered, click 
Submit to save the Contact Record.

Creating Contact Records
Linking the Contact’s Existing Investigation



The named contact has been successfully linked! The user should now see the named 
contact’s Contact Record ID, Name, and Investigation ID in the Contacts Named by Patient

subsection of the Index Case’s investigation . 

Verifying Contact Record Links
Index’s Investigation



In the named contact’s investigation, the user will now see the index/source case linked 
in the Patient Named by Contacts subsection of the named contact’s investigation 

Verifying Contact Record Links
Contact’s Investigation



Demo Part 3
Linking Contact Records
https://vimeo.com/901264857/4d85d766db?share=copy

https://vimeo.com/901264857/4d85d766db?share=copy




Update Contact Records



Information that will be updated throughout the 
contact investigation period include:

Case Info Tab

ATS Classification 

Tuberculosis Tab

TST and laboratory 
testing results

Chest Imaging Results

LTBI Only

LTBI treatment 
information (as needed)

Comprehensive 
Treatment Details

Medication start and 
stop dates

Contact Investigation

Source case’s Infectious 
period end date

Date of last exposure

Evaluation Status

Contact’s ATS 
classification

Reason contact not 
evaluated for TB

Update Contact Investigation Information 



TB Exposure Repeating Block

Users can add multiple 
source/index cases to 

the TB Exposure 
Repeating Block. 

Repeat the steps 
outline in the previous 

slides to link each 
source/index case. 

Users must enter exposure and 
evaluation details for each contact 

investigation where the person was 
named as a contact. 

Remember to include the contact’s 
ATS classification at the end of 

evaluation for each CI or the reason 
they were not evaluated for TB



Demo Part 4 
Updating Contact Investigation Information
https://vimeo.com/901264880?share=copy

https://vimeo.com/901264880?share=copy




Questions?



End of NEDSS TB Training, 
Course 6
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