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NBS Policy

Infectious Disease Control Unit, DSHS

Policy Number: 2

Policy Name: Naming Outbreaks in NEDSS Based System (NBS)

Purpose:  To establish a standard nomenclature for outbreaks that identifies the outbreak without using personal identifiers.  Since all jurisdictions can view all outbreak names the names should not include confidential information.

Policy:  Outbreaks should be named following the format of Organism/date/Location/Accession number where the organism is Genus (example Salmonella), Gspecies (example Ecoli), disease (example Amebiasis) or common disease abbreviation (example SARS); date is in mmyy format; location is HSR## (Health Service Region, previously known as PHR-Public Health Region), County, or City; accession number is a two-digit number for outbreaks with the same condition month, and location starting with 01 for the first , etc.  The date and location should reflect when and where the outbreak began.  The selection of Genus or Disease should follow the condition names in NBS.  In addition a local tag can be added.  Separate the tag from the first part with a / and do not use proper names that are confidential such as persons or facilities.  Use only accepted characters.

1. The outbreak name field size is 50 characters.  Non-alphanumeric characters that can be accepted are limited to backward and forward slashes, underscores, and hyphens.

2. Follow the format of these examples:
Anthrax/0205/HSR06/01


Botulism/1204/LiveOak/01


Cholera/0804/Lubbock/01


Ecoli/1004/HSR06/01


Ecoli/1004/HSR06/02


HepatitisA/0304/ValVerde/01


Legionnaire/0404/Midland/01


Lyme/0804/Dallas/01


Pertussis/1004/Travis/01/CHD26-0410-JM-26


Salmonella/0105/Amarillo/01


Salmonella/0105/Amarillo/02


Shigella/1204/HSR09/01


Varicella/021605/HSR03/01/wfd
WEE/1104/ElPaso/01

3. View existing outbreaks names entered in NBS and create names that are consistent for the same etiologic agent.  (Disregard names created prior to these guidelines.)

4. Notify the NBS office (nedss@dshs.state.tx.us) to add the outbreak name to the drop-down list.  
5. You will receive an email from the NEDSS Office when the outbreak name has been added.
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