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U.S. Public Health Service
• The US Public Health Service has provided a Public Health Program 

for the National Park Service since 1921.

• The majority of our staff our Commissioned Officers in the U.S. Public 
Health Service, which was established in 1798
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NPS Office of Public Health (OPH)

• OPH Program: 
• Field Service Branch
• Epidemiology Branch
• Health Promotion Branch

• We essentially act as a health department for NPS
• External Website: https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1735/index.htm 

• DOI has ~55 CC Officers
• 20 work in OPH
• Most others work for NPS as 

engineers, etc.
• Some work for FWS  
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NPS – Office of Public Health (OPH) 
Field Services Branch (FSB) 
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NPS – Office of Public Health (OPH) 
Field Services Branch (FSB) 

IMR Public Health Consultants & 
Approximate Area Covered
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DO 83 and Reference Manual RM-83A

Reference Manual - 83A PUBLIC HEALTH: Protection and Prevention (nps.gov)
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https://www.nps.gov/subjects/policy/upload/RM-83A_6-20-2019.pdf


Consultants vs. Regulatory

• Water/wastewater systems are regulated by the Primacy Agency 
(State, or EPA (WY)).

• Public Health Consultants – consult and provide 
recommendations based on public health concerns

• RM-83A provides programmatic guidance for water/wastewater 
facilities, testing, etc.
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OPH Field Service Branch (FSB) 
Core Activities

• Drinking Water

• Wastewater

• Food Safety

• Vector Borne/Zoonotic Diseases

• Recreational Water
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What We Do – Field Services Branch

 

The NPS owns and operates 
approximately 1,300 drinking 
water systems and 1600 
wastewater systems.

➢ Water System Surveys
➢ Investigations
➢ Operator Training
➢ Plan Review
➢ EPA/States Compliance 

Monitoring

Core Program - Drinking Water/wastewater
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Public Health Assessments (Environmental Health Surveys)

• Comprehensive survey of water and wastewater systems 

• Frequency (annually or every 2 years, 3 years, or 5 years)

What We Do – Field Services Branch
Core Program – Water & Wastewater
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Public Health Assessments (Environmental Health Surveys)

• Complete in our new database/app: OPHIS

What We Do – Field Services Branch
Core Program – Water & Wastewater
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Public Health Assessments (Environmental Health Surveys)

• Deficiency Level 5 (DL5):   Imminent health hazard.  These are the most severe deficiencies. (RED)

• Deficiency Level 4 (DL4):   Moderate health hazard.  These are also quite severe deficiencies. (RED)

• Deficiency Level 3 (DL3) :  Health hazard. (ORANGE)

• Deficiency Level 2 (DL2):  Low health hazard. (YELLOW)

What We Do – Field Services Branch
Core Program – Water & Wastewater

12



What We Do – Field Services Branch
Water System Deficiency List
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Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)    

 • Before the EPA set maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) for PFAS, 
DOI indicated that all drinking water systems will be tested for PFAS

• 974 NPS potable drinking water systems were tested for 29 PFAS 
contaminants

• 12 water systems had PFAS concentrations above EPA MCLs (once 
established).

• NPS-OPH developed guidance on which water systems with PFAS 
exceedances would be mitigated based on public health risk 
(lifetime health exposure)
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What We Do – Field Services Branch

 

Core Program – Backcountry Operations

Present special challenges to 
water, wastewater, and food 
safety …
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What We Do – Field Services Branch

 

Core Program – Backcountry Operations: Drinking Water

• Hauled Water
• Treated River Water

• Filter w/ 1 micron absolute 
filtration (cryptosporidium/giardia 
removal)

• Chlorinate (virus inactivation) 
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Questions?

CAPT Chris Glime
Supervisory Public Health Consultant (Team Lead)
Santa Fe, NM
202-641-3518, christen_glime@nps.gov  30
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