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in Mexico

1st US Game
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Netherlands vs. Japan
1200 - HOU Germany 

vs. Curacao

1500 - DFW England vs. Croatia
1200 - HOU Portugal vs. DRC

1200 - HOU Netherlands
 vs. Grp F PO Winner

1500 - DFW Argentina vs. 
Austria

1200 - HOU Portugal vs. 
Uzbekistan

1500 - DFW Japan vs. Grp 
F PO Winner

1900 - HOU Cape Verde 
vs. Saudi Arabia

2100 - DFW Jordan vs. 
Argentina
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1600 - DFW

1400 - DFW

Final Game in 
New Jersey
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Notes:
1. Stadiums will be open 3hrs prior and 2hrs after schedules games
2. Soccer games average 2hrs

Region 6 Game Schedule



FIFA World Cup 2026 Timeline

- December 5th: “Draw Date” Lottery process to assign teams to match play groups. 

- Which teams will be playing Group Play matches 

- January/February: 48 Team Base camp (TBCs) locations released (some in Texas)

- March 31st: Final 6 teams qualify

- May/June: Teams begin arriving at Team Base Camps (TBCs)

- June 11th: 1st match of tournament (Mexico City)

- June 12th: 1st match in US (Los Angeles)

- June 14th: 1st matches in Texas (Dallas & Houston)

- July 4th: Final match in Houston

- July 14th: Final match in Texas (Dallas)

- July 19th: Championship (New York City)
4

39 days from 
Opening Match to 

Final Match; 30 days 
in Texas

16 matches in Texas 
Dallas: 9

Houston: 7



Houston Schedule (PHR 6/5S)
7 matches at Houston Stadium (aka NRG Stadium)

5

Group Play Playoffs
June 14 (Germany vs. Curacao) June 29 (Brazil/Morocco/ Scotland/Haiti 

vs. Netherlands/Japan/Tunisia/Ukraine 
/Sweden/Albania)

June 17 (Portugal vs. COD) July 4 (Mexico/South Korea /South 
Africa/Denmark/North 

Macedonia/Czechia/Canada/Switzerland
/Qatar/Northern Ireland/Wales/Bosnia 

vs. Brazil/Morocco/Scotland/Haiti/ 
Netherlands/Japan/Tunisia/Ukraine/ 

Sweden/Albania)

June 20 (Netherlands vs. 
Albania/Sweden/Ukraine)

June 23 (Portugal vs. Uzbekistan)

June 26 (Cabo Verde vs. Saudi 
Arabia)



Dallas Schedule (PHR 2/3)

Group Play Playoffs
June 14 (Netherlands vs. Japan) June 30 – Germany/Ecuador/Ivory Coast/Curacao vs. 

France/Senegal/Norway/Iraq
June 17 (England vs. Croatia) July 3 – USA/Paraguay/Australia/Slovakia/ 

Kosovo/Turkey/Romania vs. Belgium/Iran/Egypt/New 
Zealand

June 22 (Argentina vs. Austria) July 6 – Portugal/Colombia/Uzbekistan/DR 
Congo/England/Croatia/Panama/Ghana vs. 

Spain/Uruguay/Saudi/Cape 
Verde/Argentina/Austria/Algeria/Jordan 

June 25 (Japan vs. Albania/ 
Sweden/Ukraine) July 14 – Semi Finals 

June 27 (Jordan vs. Argentina)

9 matches at Dallas Stadium (aka AT&T Stadium in Arlington)



Base Camp Locations

• Confirmed locations
• Austin: 

• Team: Saudi Arabia
• Hotel: Four Seasons Hotel Austin
• Stadium: Austin FC Stadium (Q2 Stadium)

• Frisco: 
• Team: Sweden
• Hotel: Westin Stonebriar Golf Resort and Spa
• Stadium: Toyota Stadium (Home of FC Dallas)

• Houston
• Team: DR Congo
• Hotel: Hotel-Houston Omni
• Stadium: SaberCat Stadium

• Mansfield: 
• Team: Czechia
• Hotel: Sheraton Fort Worth Hotel
• Stadium: Texas Health Mansfield Stadium

Cotton Bowl and SMU are venue-
specific training sites

June 6th Exhibition Match
Argentina V. Honduras

Kyle Field



DSHS Preparedness & Response Activities 

Identified 9 Lines of Effort in support of World Cup planning 
• LOE 1: Assess Public Health/Medical Needs
• LOE 2: Conduct Health Surveillance
• LOE 3: Prepare for Medical Surge Due to a Disaster
• LOE 4: Support Patient Care and Movement During a Disaster 
• LOE 5 Ensure Food Safety and Defense
• LOE 6: Provide Guidance on Potable Water, Wastewater, and Solid Waste 

Disposal
• LOE 7: Provide Public Health and Medical Information
• LOE 8: All Hazards Public Health and Medical Consultation, Technical Assistance, 

and Support
• LOE 9: Fatality Management



DSHS Preparedness & Response Activities 

 DSHS planning activities
 Gain and maintain situational awareness regarding tournament activities 

and of ESF-8 partner activities 
 Establish a common operating picture
 Facilitate ESF-8 working groups and Tabletop Exercises with partners 

(Regional, Central Office, Fed/State partners) 
 Identify gaps and anticipated support requirements
 Identify threats and potential responses

 ESF-8 partners continue to conduct regional training and exercises 
covering a range of public health threat responses 
 Monitoring the current status of the Biowatch program and anticipated 

operations during World Cup



DSHS Preparedness & Response 
Activities

• State Medical Operations Center will mirror State Operations Center and will be activated on 
match days in Texas and monitor throughout 34 days (June 11 – July 14)

• Regional ESF-8 partners plan to support or activate in various Emergency Operations Centers

• In coordination with TDEM, Emergency Medical Task Force All Hazards packages to be staged 
in Houston and DFW to support disaster response; finalizing packages with regional and state 
partners 

• Coordinating with local, state and federal partners on radiation detection support

• Public Health Regions working with jurisdictions to ensure over CHEMPACKs are fully stocked 
and available within the two regions (PHR 2/3 & PHR 6/5)

• Receiving, Staging & Storage sites for secure, state-designated warehouses that receive, 
manage, and distribute Strategic National Stockpile medical countermeasures (vaccines, 
drugs, PPE) have been identified



World Cup Agency Exercises 
Tabletop Exercise #1 
Date & Time: Monday, May 4th 
Topic: Mass Casualty Incident & Radiation Event
Participants: Members of the DSHS FIFA World Cup 2026 Central Office Workgroup, Regional Workgroup, Agency 
Leadership, SMOC rostered personnel 

SMOC Annual Exercise
Date & Time: (Day 0) May 8th  7:30pm-4:00pm, (Day 1) May 11th & (Day 2) May 12th Day Shift 6:30am-12:00pm, 
Night Shift 11:30am-5:00pm
Topic: Hurricane Striking Gulf Coast During World Cup
Participants: All members on the SMOC roster

Tabletop Exercise #2
Date & Time: Tuesday, May 19th 

Topic: Infectious Disease
Participants: Members of the DSHS FIFA World Cup 2026 Central Office Workgroup, Regional Workgroup, Agency 
Leadership, SMOC rostered personnel 





Questions?
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