STATE OF TEXAS X ' 1 Reading: 09/16/2025

nd H .
COUNTY OF BEXAR X 2" Reading: 10/21/2025
. ORDINANCE NO. 728-2025
CITY OF CONVERSE X

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CONVERSE, TEXAS AMENDING THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 10. BUSINESSES, ARTICLE 11. FOOD
AND FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS, DIVISION 3. FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS, TO
AMEND SECTION 10-74. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT AND FEES; SETTING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND SUPERCEDING ORDINANCES REGULATING
THE ABOVE ISSUES.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Converse desires to ensure the public health and welfare of
all citizens; and.

WHEREAS, improper food preservation, preparation, service and general sanitation within Food
Establishment, to include Mobile Food Establishments, creates a credible risk to health of the general
public; and,

WHEREAS, criteria for preparation and inspection of Mobile Food Establishments within the City of
Converse under these rules established will eliminate or greatly reduce the general health risks of food
establishments; and

WHEREAS, the City of Converse finds it most appropriate to require Mobile Food Establishments to
comply with the Texas Department of State Health Services Health and Safety rules and requirements of
facilities, management, and inspection of Food Establishments.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CONVERSE, TEXAS THAT:

SECTION 1. The following sections, as identified below, of CHAPTER 10. BUSINESSES, ARTICLE
II. FOOD AND FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS, DIVISION 3. FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS are hereby
amended and added as follows:

Sec. 10-71 - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Authorized agent or employee means the employees or of the city, or individuals or firms
contracted by the city for the performance of duties required by this division.

Food establishment means a food service establishment, a retail food store, a mobile food unit
(food truck), and/or a roadside food vendor.

Food truck means an operational motor vehicle and/or trailer from which food and associated
non-alcoholic beverages are prepared, served and sold. This definition shall also apply to any
seating, garbage and/or recycling containers, gear or equipment that is associated with the food
truck's operation.



Food truck park means a property used or developed to accommeodate one or more food trucks
as the primary use of the property while possibly accommodating areas on the property for
entertainment or recreational opportunities. Food truck park must have a valid certificate of
occupancy in addition to all other applicable permits and inspections. The sale of merchandise
other than food and non-alcoholic beverages shall not be permitted.

Mobile Food Establishment has the meaning as “food establishment™ defined and established
in Chapter 10. Section 10-71 (Definitions) of the City Code.

Municipality refers to the City of Converse

Operation site means the geographic area within which the food truck will park, prepare, and
sell food and/or associated non-alcoholic beverages. This also includes areas where the food
truck’s customers go to consume food and/or non-alcoholic beverages sold from the food truck.
Operation sites must have a valid food truck temporary' site permit in addition to all other
applicable permits and inspections.

Permit Holder means the person to whom the health authority issues a permit for a mobile food
establishment permit required by Chapter 10, Article 11, Division 2 (Food Handlers) of the
City Code and must be displayed in a visible location in or on the mobile food establishment.

Regulatory authorify means the city department/division/staff appointed by the City Manager,
and his/her designated representatives who shall have authority to enforce this division.

State rules mean the state rules found at in Texas Administrative Code, Title 25, Chapters 228
and 229. These rules are also known as the Texas Food Establishment Rules.

Sec. 10-72. - Adoption of state food establishment rules.

The City adopts by reference the provisions of the current rules, or rules as amended by the
state board of health, found in Texas Administrative Code, Title 25, Chapters 228 and 229
regarding the regulation of food establishments in this jurisdiction.

Sec. 10-74 - Application for permit and fees

Any person desiring to operate a food establishment and/or mobile food establishment must
make a written application for a permit on forms provided by the regulatory authority. The
application must contain the name and address of each applicant, the location and type of the
proposed food establishment and the applicable fee. Incomplete applications will not be
accepted. Failure to provide all required information or falsifying information required may
result in denial or revocation of the permit. Renewals of permits are required on an annual
basis and the same information is required for a renewal permit as for an initial permit.

(2) Prior to the approval of an initial permit and as often as deemed necessary for the enforcement
of the provisions of this article and the state rules, the health official shall conduct inspections
based upon assessment of a food establishment. A food establishment and/or mobile food
establishment that does not comply with state laws and rules will be denied a permit or the
renewal of a permit.

(b) A permit to operate as a Mobile Food Establishment is required and must be obtained and



displayed while in operation. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a food service
establishment, temporary food service, food processing establishment, mobile food unit,
mobile food establishment, pushcart, seafood peddler, and retail food store in the city who does
not possess a current, valid permit from the city. Such permit shall be posted in a conspicuous
place, and only persons who comply with the requirements of this section shall be entitled to
receive and retain such a permit.

(1) Such permit may be temporarily suspended or revoked by the Health Inspector upon-
violation by the permit holder of any of the terms of this section.

(2) Each person required to secure a permit under this section shall, before issuance of any
permit, pay to the city the sum herein provided as an inspection and permit fee
according to the fee scheduled as outlined in Sec. 10-74(e)

(c) Permits issued for mobile food establishments shall automatically expire on the 31st day of
December following its issuance, except as otherwise stated herein. Such permit shall also
automatically expire if the holder thereof changes the business address of mobile food
establishment, sells, transfer equity, or otherwise disposes of such business or materially
changes the character of such business.

(d) The following list of inspections and fee schedule applies to permits issued under this division:

(1) Initial or renewal permit. The city shall charge $250.00 for the initial inspection. The
renewal inspection shall be conducted on or near the anniversary of the initial
inspection and shall cost $250.00.

(2) Reinspection. Reinspection shall be necessary whenever the regulating authority is
required to verify corrective actions taken to address deficiencies discovered in
previous inspections. Charges for follow-up inspections shall be $100.00.

(3) Reinstatement. Reinstatement fees shall be for the inspection and processing of food
establishments whose permit has been suspended or revoked. Such inspections shall
carry a charge of $125.00.

(4) Inspection for the convenience of the city. Such inspections are carried out when the
regulatory authority believes or has reason to believe conditions in the food
establishment require immediate investigation. Such inspections carry' no charge but
may lead to follow-up inspections or reinspection.

(5) Mobile Food Establishment. The initial renewal and renewal inspection permit fee
shall be $150.00. Reinspection and Reinstatement fees shall apply consistently with -
this division. .
Sec. 10-75- Operation of Mobile Food Establishments
(a) Requirements:

1) Must be licensed by the regulating authorities;

2) Cannot be an obstruction to public access roadways or walkways (sidewalks), and on
private property when operation does not obstruct public access to roadways or walkways
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(sidewalks);

3) Must have permission from the Property Owner or the Property Owner’s Representative;
4) May not operate between the hours of 10:00 p-m. and 7':00 a.m.;

5) Must be mobile at all times (mobile is defined as not being permanently affixed to a
location);

6) All food vending from a mobile food vending unit must be done ON THE VEHICLE.

7) When vending food from on-street parking place, food must be sold and served from side
of vehicle facing the sidewalk.

8) Noise level of mechanical equipment or outside sound equipment used in association
with a mobile food establishment may not exceed 70 decibels when measured at the
property line that is across the street from or abutting residential use.

9) Exterior lighting must be hooded or shielded so that the light source is not directly visible
to a residential area.

10} During business hours, the permit holder shall prov1de a trash receptacle for use by
customers.

11) A permanent water or wastewater connection is prohibited. Must have an agreement for
off-site grey water disposal.

12) Electrical service may be provided only by:

i. temporary sendee or other connection provided by an electric ut111ty, or
ii. an onboard generator.

13) All Mobile Food Establishments are required to submit and maintain a current Restroom
Facility Agreement for each location where scating is made available fo the public.

14)Mobile food establishments that are equipped with appliances that produce smoke or
grease-laden vapors shall comply with this section, and City Fire Code, Sec. 20-44. and
all codes related; Gas Fuel Code, Electrical Code, Mechanical Code and Plumbing Code.

(b) Signage

(1) A mobile food establishment is limited to signs attached to the exterior of the mobile food
establishment. The signs:

1. must be secured and mounted flat against the mobile food establishment; and

ii.  may not project more than six inches from the exterior of the mobile food
establishment.

iii.  All mobile units with propane shall post a "NO SMOKING" sign next to or directly
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above the propane bottle and visible to the public. Such sign shall be posted with
a minimum of four-inch lettering.

(¢) Food Truck Park

(1) Each mobile food establishment unit must abide by the above rules and each must have an
individual city permit, including a health and fire inspection. All employees of the mobile
food service shall comply and have all required food handling licenses and certifications as
per the Texas Food Establishment Rules.

(2) Food Truck Parks are to only be located within non-residential zoning districts.
(3) The site for the Food Truck Park will be subject to a full site plan and review by the City.

(4) See City Ordinance Chapter 8. Chapter 10 and Chapter 22 for full restaurant and building
requirements.

(d) All sections applicable to Food Establishments within this Division that are not in conflict
with this section apply to Mobile Food Establishments and Food Truck Parks, to include
permits, fees and violations.

Sec. 10-76. - Review of plans.

(a) Whenever a food establishment is constructed or extensively remodeled and whenever an
existing structure is converted to use as a food establishment, properly prepared plans and
specifications for such construction, remodeling or conversion shall be submitted to the
regulatory’ authority for review before work is begun. Extensive remodeling means that 20 percent
or greater of the area of the food establishment is to be remodeled. The plans and specifications
shall indicate the proposed layout, equipment arrangement, mechanical plans and construction or
materials of work areas, and the type and model of proposed fixed equipment and facilities. The
regulatory' authority will approve the plans and specifications if they meet the requirements of the
rules adopted by this division. The approved plans and specifications must be followed in
_ construction, remodeling or conversion.

(b) Failure to follow the approved plans and specifications will result in a permit denial,
suspension, or revocation.

Sec. 10-77. - Suspension of permit.

(a) The regulatory authority may. without warning, notice, or hearing suspend any permit to
operate a food establishment if the operation of the food establishment constitutes an imminent
hazard to public health. Suspension is effective upon service of the notice required by subsection
(b) of this section. When a permit is suspended, food operations shall immediately cease.
Whenever a permit is suspended, the holder of the permit shall be afforded an opportunity for a
hearing within 20 days of receipt of a request for a hearing.

{(b) Whenever a permit is suspended, the holder of the permit or the person in charge shall be
notified in writing that the permit is. upon service of the notice, immediately suspended. An
opportunity for a hearing will be provided if a written request for a hearing is flied with the
regulatory authority by the holder of the permit within ten days of notice of suspension. If no
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written request for hearing is filed within ten days, the suspension is sustained. The regulatory
authority may end the suspension at any time if reasons for suspension no longer exist.

Sec. 10-78. - Revocation of permit.

(a) The regulatory authority may. after providing opportunity for a hearing, revoke a permit for
serious or repeated violations of any of the requirements of these rules, or for interference with
the regulatory authority in the performance of its duties. Prior to revocation, the regulatory
authority shall notify the holder of the permit or the person in charge in writing of the reason for
which the permit is subject to revocation and that the permit shall be revoked at the end of the ten
days following service of such notice unless a written request for a hearing is filed with the
regulatory authority by the holder of the permit within such ten-day period.

(b) If no request for hearing is tiled within the ten-day period, the revocation of the permit
becomes final.

Sec. 10-79. - Administrative process.

(a) A notice as required in these rules is properly served when it is delivered to the holder of the
permit or the person in charge, or when it is sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt
requested, to the last known address of the holder of the permit. A copy of the notice shall be filed
in the records of the regulatory authority.

(b) The hearings provided for in these rules shall be conducted by the City Manager at a time and
place designated by it. Based upon the recorded evidence of such hearing, the City Manager shall
make final findings, and shall sustain, modify or rescind any notice or order



considered in the hearing. A written report of the hearing decision shall be furnished to the holder
of the permit by the regulatory authority.

Sec. 10-80. - Violations.

(a) Any person who violates a provision of these rules and any person who is the permit holder
of or otherwise operates a food service establishment that does not comply with the
requirements of these rules and any responsible officer of that permit holder or those persons
shall be fined not more than $5,500.00.

(b) The regulatory authority may seek to enjoin violations of these rules.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance supersedes all previous versions in conflict with the ordinance relating to
Chapter 10, Article II, Division 3. Food Establishments. Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
clause, phrase or section of this Ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid.
the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof other
than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the
Ordinance as a whole.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage of the second reading and after publication
of the caption in accordance with the provisions of the City Charter.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Converse, Texas

onthis_ Q\2E  dayof (lO\per . 202s.
LIS,

Al Suarez, Mayor

ATTEST:

Samantha Lee, City Secretary




