
 
 

 
Please complete the below template, using comments as guidance 
 
Internship Title:  
PHR 6/5 South Pertussis Epidemiology 
Internship 

Preceptor Name, Title: 
Amanda Wright, Epi II 

Location (City/Region):  
Houston/PHR 6/5 South 

Division, Program:  
RLHO, Epidemiology  

In Person:  
☐None 
☒Occasionally   
☐Frequently   
☐Fully   

Brief Description 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, pertussis rates declined due to social distancing and 
quarantine measures. However, cases have risen significantly in the 7 counties 
covered by PHR 6/5 South (Austin, Colorado, Liberty, Matagorda, Waller, Walker, and 
Wharton) post-pandemic. The Epi intern will assess the pertussis burden in these 
counties from 2022-2024, identifying potential causes for increased cases, particularly 
in at-risk groups. 
Hours/Week:  
☐5 – 10 
☒10 – 15 
☐15 - 20  
☐ Variable 

Preferred Academic Level: 
☐Undergraduate 
☒Masters 
☐No Preference 
  

 
Disciplines  
 
☒ Research/Data Analytics ☒ Epidemiology ☐ Health Promotion 

☐ Communication/Marketing ☐ Program Evaluation ☐ Health Administration 

☐ Environmental Health ☐ Biostatistics ☐  

☐ Policy Analysis and Development ☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 
Internship Details  
 
Intern Activities  

1. Collect population level data and confirmed/probable case counts for each of the 7 
counties. 

2. Calculate the prevalence rate in each county during the defined time period. Compare 
the prevalence rates of each county to determine which counites have the greatest 
disease burden.  

3. Through literature review, identify potential causes of increased disease burden and 
reasons for low vaccine rates.  

Internship Description 

 Office of Practice and Learning 
DSHS Internships 



  
 

  

Intern Deliverables 
• Using Excel, compile the collected data into spreadsheets for comparison of prevalence 

rates. 
• Use preferred statistical software or Excel to conduct a retrospective cohort study 

comparing the prevalence rates of each county during the years 2022-2024. 
• Provide a written report to include a summary of the data collected and overall 

findings of the literature review and study.   

*As part of an end-of-semester celebration for the interns, the intern will give 
a brief PowerPoint or poster presentation of their project and experience to 
an audience of DSHS staff and university partners.  

 
Applicant Qualifications 
 
Required Skill  

☒ Microsoft Office: 
      ☒ Word 
      ☒ Excel 
      ☒ PowerPoint 
☐ Statistical Analysis applications (SPSS, STATA, etc.) 
☐ Tableau or similar applications 
☐ Other software applications 
Academic Level 
MPH Students 
Any other skills required (soft or technical) 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Preferred Skill  
☒ Microsoft Office: 
      ☒ Word 
      ☒ Excel 
      ☒ PowerPoint 
☒ Statistical Analysis applications (SPSS, STATA, etc.) 

☒ Tableau or similar applications 
☒ Other software applications 
R, R Studio 
Academic Level 
MPH students 
Any other skills required (soft or technical) 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
 
Application Instructions 
 
Qualified and interested applicants must complete and submit the following items on the 
Survey Monkey application: 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/internships-at-dshs/internship-applications


  
 

  

☒ Survey 
Monkey 
Application 

☐ Letter of Interest 
 ☒ Other documents: Current unofficial transcript 
to show course work history.  

☒ Resume ☐ Writing Sample 
 
Contact Information for Inquiries 

Contact Name and 
Information 
 

Name: Craig Gilden  
Credentials: MEd  
Title: Education Coordinator 
Email:internships@dshs.texas.gov  

 


