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• Birth Registration Requirements and Process
• Gestational Agreements

Topics
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Birth Registration



Birth Registration Requirements

Texas Health and Safety Code, Section 192.001, requires 
that each child born in this state must be registered.
• A Certificate of Birth must be filed within 5 days of the 

date of birth for every live birth in Texas.
• Must be filed electronically in the Texas Electronic Vital Events 

Registrar (TxEVER), the Texas vital event record management 
system.

• Physician, midwife, or person acting as a midwife in 
attendance at birth must file the birth certificate with the 
local registrar of the registration district in which the birth 
occurs. 
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Birth Registration Requirements
• Statute designates individuals who may file a birth certificate. 

These authorized certifiers include:
• Physicians,
• Midwives,
• Hospital or birthing center administrators, and
• Designees of a hospital or birthing center administrators. 

• Certifiers are responsible to collect information from various 
sources to complete the facts of birth, including:

• The mother; 
• The mother’s physician; 
• The infant’s physician; 
• Immediate family members; and 
• Medical records. 
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Birth Worksheet for Child’s Birth 
Certificate
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• Birth registrars (medical 
personnel, attendants, or 
birthing facilities) may complete 
a birth certificate worksheet to 
help a birthing facility collect 
the necessary information for 
reporting births in TxEVER.



Steps for Birth Record Reporting and Issuance 

The baby is born. 

The certifier 
collects the 

necessary facts for 
registering the 

birth.

The birth is 
submitted in 

TxEVER within 5 
days.

Vital Statistics 
registers the birth. 

Eligible individuals 
may submit 

applications to 
receive copies of 

the birth 
certificate.
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Gestational Agreements



Gestational Agreements

• A gestational agreement is an agreement between a 
woman, known as the “gestational mother,” and the 
intended parents of a child in which the woman 
relinquishes all rights as a parent of a child conceived by 
means of assisted reproduction and that provides that the 
intended parents become the parents of the child.

• In Texas, surrogate births require a gestational agreement 
that must be validated by a court as outlined under Texas 
Family Code, Chapter 160. 
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Gestational Agreements and 
Birth Registration

• Birth certifiers are required to review the gestational agreement to determine 
whether it applies when registering a specific birth. 

• The birth certifier should also review whether the agreement follows the 
requirements and procedures outlined in statute. 

• Once the birth certifier determines a valid agreement is in place, the registrar 
selects specific options within the Texas Vital Events Registration system, TxEVER, 
to complete the birth registration.

• TxEVER has a specific birth registration record type for surrogacy.

• The following slides walk through the TxEVER registration process for a surrogacy.  
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Birth Involving Surrogacy
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Birth Involving Surrogacy
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Birth Involving Surrogacy
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Birth Involving Surrogacy
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Surrogacy Statistics
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Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026*

Surrogacy
-1 parent 30 32 42 67 45 46 49 62 76 107 43
Surrogacy
-2 parent 214 279 332 335 348 374 400 465 557 550 283
Surrogacy 
TOTAL 244 311 374 402 393 420 449 527 633 657 326
Source: Texas Electronic Vital Events Registrar (TxEVER) system 
Prepared by: Vital Statistics Section, May 2026

*Through June 29, 2026



Thank you

Dr. Tara Das, PhD
Texas State Registrar of Vital Statistics

Texas Department of State Health Services
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