
DSHS IRB
What It Is & How It Works



GoToWebinar Attendee Participation

• Open and hide your control panel 
using the orange arrow.

• Submit questions and comments 
using the Questions box.

• If you are having technical difficulties, 
call GoToWebinar at 1-800-263-6317.

• After the webinar has ended, 
a survey will automatically open. 

• 1 hour after the webinar is over you 
will receive an e-mail with a link to 
the recording and the certificate. 
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IRB Overview



Tuskegee Syphilis Study

Ethical Breaches in Research
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Rice TW. The historical, ethical, and legal background of human-subjects research. Respir Care. 2008 Oct;53(10):1325-9. 7



Institutional Review Board Responsibilities
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Research review1

2

3

4

5

Selection of subjects is fair and equitable

Assess risk

Participation is voluntary

Monitoring data

6 Ensuring privacy and confidentiality



DSHS IRB Overview



Institutional Review Board 
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DSHS IRB#1 HHSC IRB#2

• Administered by 
Center for Public 
Health Policy and 
Practice

• Social, behavioral, 
educational, and 
health science research

• Administered by 
HHSC

• Mental health, 
intellectual disability, 
and substance abuse 
research



DSHS Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
Purpose
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Provides oversight of proposed human subjects research

Ensures the protection of the rights, privacy, and welfare 
of human subjects involved in such research.



DSHS IRB Function
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The DSHS IRB serves in three capacities:

IRB for Human Subject Protection (Research) 1

2

3 Scientific Review Panel (Hospital Data)

Committee for Requests on Personal Data (CORPD) 
(Vital Event Data) 



May 11, 1994 Feb. 26, 2001 May 20, 2005

Meeting since at 
least May 11, 1994

Texas Department of Health 
memo “all research on human 

subjects initiated or sponsored by 
TDH, regardless of funding 

source, shall be submitted to the 
TDH IRB for review, unless exempt 

under federal regulations.

IRB #1 and IRB#2 
were registered 

with OHRP.
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DSHS IRB #1 History



• ~309 active protocols/studies​
• 45 initial (new) applications 

in 2025​
• 77 renewals in 2025
• 189 amendments in 2025
• We have 85-180 forms 

(program reviewer forms and 
applications) in development 
at any time.

IRB Operations
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Research at DSHS



“Research means a systematic investigation, including research 
development, testing, and evaluation, designed to develop or 
contribute to generalizable knowledge” 45 CFR 46

Public health surveillance is not research under 45 CFR 46 
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What is Research?



Extension 
of daily 

DSHS duties

Additional 
duties as 
assigned

University 
research 
project

Consulting on 
an externally-

driven research 
project

Research 
projects 
involving 

DSHS data or 
biospecimens

17

How Does Research Happen?



Idea
Consult with DSHS 
program leadership 

and/or legal

DSHS IRB Review

Public Health 
Practice

Not Human 
Subjects Research

Pathway for DSHS Employee 
Research
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Does my project require IRB review?

Generally, the IRB reviews requests for the release of:
DSHS identifiable or 

potentially identifiable 
information

Laboratory 
biospecimens

Legally discretionary 
personal information

When contact with 
human subjects is 

proposed

Seek guidance from the program from which you are 
requesting the release of information or biospecimens
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Research Review Paths
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1

2

3 4

Yes No

Yes No

No

NHSR,
IRB Review 
Required Do you need an IRB letter for publication?

Yes

NHSR,
IRB Review 

not required

Research,
IRB Review 
Required

NHSR,
IRB Review 

for letter

Is the project contributing to 
generalizable knowledge?

State law requires IRB review?



Texas Health Information Collection (THCIC) Research Data1

2

3

4

Newborn Screening Bloodspots

Vital Event Data

Texas Cancer Registry Data
5

6

Texas Birth Defects Registry

Sickle Cell Disease Registry
7 Other patient medical records housed by DSHS
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DSHS Datasets that Require IRB 
Review



DSHS IRB Review Process



DSHS program that owns the data1

2

3

4

DSHS Research Executive Steering Committee

DSHS IRB

Other (Contracts Management Section, Legal)
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Who is Involved in the Review Process



Chairperson:  Dr. Stephen Pont

Vice Chairperson:  Dr. Christopher Webb

Members include DSHS staff, HHSC staff and 
external stakeholders.
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Membership and Composition



Agency Executive Review1

2

3

4

DSHS Commissioner Delegated

Public Health Purpose

Meets Monthly
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Research Executive Steering 
Committee (R-ESC)



DSHS IRB Process

Program Review

IRB Review

Research Executive Steering Committee Review

Contract Management Review
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Researcher 
request for 

data

Researcher 
submission of 

an IRB 
application in 
the DSHS IRB 

OneAegis 
System

Program 
review of IRB 
submission

IRB Review of 
application

Research 
Executive 
Steering 

Committee 
review

Memorandum 
of 

Understanding 
(MOU) and 

Data Use 
Agreement 

(DUA)

DSHS IRB Review Process
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DSHS IRB OneAegis System



• All IRB submissions are processed online as of March 1, 2024
• https://dshsirb.oneaegis.com/

• ~250 active users
• Complete integration of all IRB review processes

• Renewal reminder emails
• Emails to request application revisions
• Approval letters
• Setting IRB meeting agendas
• Document Management

DSHS IRB OneAegis System
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https://dshsirb.oneaegis.com/
https://dshsirb.oneaegis.com/


• DSHS IRB System
• Accessed through the HHS IAMOnline single sign-on system

o Access managed by IT with approval by your supervisor or 
organizational approver (for non-HHS researchers)

o All research team members who interact with the system will 
require IAMOnline registration

• Non-HHS researchers are required to create organizational and individual 
IAMOnline accounts before requesting access to the IRB System

• If you have trouble with your IAMOnline account, please contact the 
IAMOnline Help Desk phone at 855-435-7181 (toll free) or 512-438-4720.

DSHS IRB OneAegis System
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DSHS IRB OneAegis System



OneAegis Dashboard
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Project Details
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Event Details
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Initial Submission Form
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• Study Information
• Data and Biospecimens
• Research Design and 

Statistical Analysis
• Information Storage 

and Security

• Informed Consent and 
Recruitment

• Personnel
• Attachments

• Program Request Form
• Conflicts of Interest
• Home IRB Approval Letter

• Acknowledgements
• Signature

Initial Application Components
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Other HHS Policies



• All HHS employees who utilize agency resources for 
non-work research purposes are required to complete 
Circular-55

• Generally, this form is required when conducting student 
research

• Circular-55 is an HHS requirement, not an IRB requirement

Circular-55
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https://hhsconnection.hhs.texas.gov/policies-rules?title=&field_type=1251&field_policy_number_1=55
https://hhsconnection.hhs.texas.gov/policies-rules?title=&field_type=1251&field_policy_number_1=55
https://hhsconnection.hhs.texas.gov/policies-rules?title=&field_type=1251&field_policy_number_1=55


• Non-DSHS organizations are required to have an executed 
MOU with DSHS before DSHS data are released

• MOUs also require:
• Vendor Information Forms (on the IRB website)
• Security and Privacy Inquiry
• Data Use Agreement

• MOU/DUAs are processed by the Contracts Management 
Section

MOUs/DUAs
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IRB Resources
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External Website

DSHS IRB WEBSITE
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IRB Website (Intranet) Update

DSHS IRB 
INTRANET WEBSITE
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Additional Helpful Resources

JOIN GOVDELIVERY LIST 
FOR HHS PROGRAMS

JOIN GOVDELIVERY LIST 
FOR RESEARCHERS

OFFICE FOR HUMAN 
RESEARCH PROTECTION 

(OHRP)



Q & A
Type questions into the Questions box in the Control Panel



Institutional Review Board
institutionalreviewboard@dshs.texas.gov

www.dshs.texas.gov/office-practice-learning/institutional-review-board-irb

Precious Ohemeng
DSHS IRB Coordinator 

DSHS Center for Public Health Policy and Practice
precious.ohemeng@dshs.texas.gov
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