Texas Maternal Mortality and Morbidity
Review Committee (MIMMRC)

Friday, December 5, 2025

9:00 a.m
FINAL APPROVED
Virtual: Teams Meeting Platform
In Person Meeting Site: Texas Department of State Health Services
Room M-100, First Floor
1100 West 49 Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Agenda Item 1: Call to order, welcome, and roll call

Dr. Carla Ortique called the Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee (MMMRC)
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

Dr. Ortique, Chair, welcomed all committee members, staff, team members, and the public
attending. She acknowledged the committee’s work is a critical part to address maternal
death and disparities. Dr. Ortique stressed this work honors the Texas women lives lost
during pregnancy, childbirth, and the year after. She requested a moment of silence in
honor of the women as well as their families and communities touched by the loss of a
mother.

Dr Ortique introduced Ms. Jessica Arevalo, HHSC, Advisory Committee Coordination Office
(ACCO) to read logistical announcements, call roll, and determine if a quorum was reached.

Ms. Arevalo proceeded with meeting logistics and stated the meeting was
conducted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act and conducted the roll
call. Ms. Arevalo announced quorum was met with the number of members
present.

Table 1: The Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee (MMMRC)
member attendance at the December 5, 2025 meeting.

Member Name In Attendance

Dr. Meenakshi Awasthi Yes
Dr. Meitra Doty Yes
Dr. Carey Eppes Yes
Dr. Kelly Fegan-Bohm Yes
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Member Name In Attendance

Dr. Morna Gonsoulin Yes
Dr. Angeline Opina Gonzalez Yes
Dr. Manda Hall No
Dr. Sarah Hartman Yes
Dr. James Hill Yes
Dr. Amy Raines Milenkov No
Dr. Christina Murphy Yes
Dr. Sherri Onyiego Yes
Dr. Barbara Orlando No
Dr. Carla Ortique Yes
Dr. Diaa Osman No
Dr. Robin Page Yes
Dr. Patrick Ramsey Yes
Dr. Avi Ruderman Yes
Dr. Ingrid Skop Yes
Dr. Lindsey Vasquez Yes

Agenda Item 2: Consideration of September 11, 2025, draft meeting minutes

Dr. Ortique asked members if edits or changes are needed to the draft. No edits or changes
requested.

Motion: Dr. Patrick Ramsey motioned to approve the minutes as presented from the
September 11, 2025 meeting. Dr. Avi Ruderman seconded. Dr. Ortique turned the floor over
to Ms. Arevalo to proceed with a roll call vote, and the motion passed with 16 approve
(Awasthi, Doty, Fegan-Bohm, Gonsoulin, Gonzales, Hartman, Hill, Murphey, Onyiego,
Ortique, Page, Ramsey, Ruderman, Skop, Vasquez, Eppes), no disapprove, and no abstain.

Agenda Item 3: Texas Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee chair
and subcommittees updates

e Dr. Carla Ortique acknowledged the hard work of committee members and
announced that members should anticipate extra work while the committee prepares
for the 2026 MMMRC DSHS Joint Biennial Report. She also emphasized the
importance of incorporating innovation and technology into maternal health work.

Dr. Ortique opened the floor to members for comment.
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Dr. Morna Gonsoulin provided the following comment:

e Dr. Gonsoulin shared her experience from the National Association of Medical
Examiners (NAME) 2025 Conference in October.

Dr. Patrick Ramsey provided the following comment:

e Dr. Ramsey thanked Dr. Ortique for her hard work and echoed her remarks
regarding the importance of incorporating innovation and technology into maternal
health work.

Dr. Ortique thanked Dr. Ramsey for his hard work. Dr. Ortique then turned the floor over to
Dr. Sherri Onyiego to provide an update on the MMMRC Subcommittee on Maternal Health
Disparities.

Dr. Sherri Onyiego provided the following update:

e The Subcommittee on Maternal Health Disparities met with the Subcommittee on
Research and Publications in order to align efforts between subcommittees.

Dr. Kelly Fegan Bohm added the following update on the Homicide Tool Kit:

e Provided updates on the homicide tool that the Subcommittee on Maternal Health
Disparities is continuing to develop.

Dr. Ortique thanked Dr. Fegan-Bohm and then turned the floor over to Dr. Robin Page to
provide an update on the MMMRC Subcommittee on Research and Publications.

Dr. Page provided the following update:

e The Subcommittee on Research and Publications met with the Subcommittee on
Maternal Health Disparities in order to align efforts between subcommittees.
e The DSHS team reviewed operational guidelines and future plans for the committee.

Agenda Item 4: Texas Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee
Operational and Maternal Health and Safety Initiatives updates

Dr. Ortique turned the floor to Dr. Shruthi Arismendez, Unit Director of the Maternal and
Child Health Program at DSHS. Dr. Arismendez provided the following updates:

e DSHS and the MMMRC are preparing for the next Joint Biennial Report to be
published by September 1st, 2026. The 2021 and 2024 case cohort findings and
recommendations will be included in that report. The MMMRC will be completing case
review of the 2021 cohort by the end of the day, and the 2024 case cohort review
should be completed by May of 2026. The MMMRC members should plan to attend
one additional closed meeting on April 23 and April 24 to account for the additional
cases to be reviewed before the recommendation meeting in June 2026.

e As of November 25, DSHS has identified 277 cases for 2021 and 180 cases for the
first three quarters of 2024.

e The MMMRC currently has 7 positions that are either vacant or expired. DSHS will be
recruiting for the physician specializing in critical care, and the social worker or social
services provider this month. Application details can be found on the MMMRC website
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on Monday, December 8, 2025. Applications and supporting documents are due
December 29, 2025.

e In January of 2026, DSHS will be recruiting expired positions. The positions include
the nurse specializing in Labor and Delivery, the registered nurse, physician
specializing in family practice, physician specializing in obstetrics, and an
epidemiologist, biostatistician, or researcher of pregnancy-related deaths. The
application details for the expired positions will be found on the MMMRC website on
Monday, January 5, 2026. Applications and supporting documents for those positions
will be due on January 26, 2026. As a reminder, currently appointed members who
are in the expired roles are required to reapply to be considered. The selection panel
will meet to discuss all applications during spring of 2026 to make recommendations
to the DSHS commissioner.

e TexasAIM completed learning session 2 for the current learning collaborative in
Austin, Dallas, and Houston in October and November. Over 1000 attendees
participated in the three learning sessions. Planning is currently underway for
learning session 3, which will also take place in Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio in
April and May of next year. The event registration is going to launch in February for
those events.

e Hear Her Texas campaign is still promoting awareness about urgent maternal
warning signs for pregnant and postpartum women and their support networks.
DSHS used several strategies including ongoing digital media campaigns. The main
goal of the campaign is to increase public and provider knowledge and action about
preventing maternal health risks and protective factors. DSHS also tries to prevent
maternal mortality and promote maternal health and safety. During this last year,
DSHS has been very busy developing new campaign assets. This includes a Hear Her
Texas badge buddy for health care professionals, a revised urgent maternal warning
signs poster, and two thirty second video and radio audios recognizing the urgent
warning signs for pregnancy and postpartum. All campaign materials are available to
download from the website.

e Over the last year, between November 2024 and November 2025, DSHS launched
the influencer campaign. A total of 11 videos were posted reaching over 2.5 million
views. The Hear Her Texas campaign is currently focusing efforts on developing
messaging and materials for health care professionals at the hospital and community
level. DSHS is also launching the new campaign website at hearher.texas.gov this
month.

Dr. Kelly Fegan Bohm added the following:
e DSHS received invitations to the April MUM meeting for the CDC.

Dr. Arismendez answered questions regarding sunset and updated MMMRC Bylaws which
will be reviewed in March of 2026.

Agenda Item 5: Postpartum depression screening and treatment data among
Texas Medicaid recipients

Dr. Ortique turned the floor to Ms. Kirsten Malveaux, Research Specialist V with MCH
Epidemiology Unit, and Ms. Michelle Urn, Deputy Associate Commissioner for Medicaid and
Chip Services Office of Policy with HHSC.

Ms. Malveaux’s and Mrs. Urn’s presentation covered the following:
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e Postpartum Depression Screening and Treatment Data Among Texas Medicaid
Recipients (Texas Health and Safety Code, Section 34.019).

Mrs. Malveaux and Mrs. Urn then answered question regarding their presentation.

Agenda Item 6: Future agenda items

Dr. Ortique opened discussion for new business and potential agenda items for the next
meeting scheduled for March 27, 2026.

Dr. Patrick Ramsey suggested a presentation from the Society for Maternal Fetal Medicine
(SMFM) for the next MMMRC meeting.

Agenda Item 7: Public Comment

Ms. Arevalo, ACCO Facilitator, announced that ACCO received written comments from a
member of the public, Ms. Dinah Warranch, which have been provided to the MMMRC
members and will not be read aloud.

Ms. Arevalo then read the public comment announcement and coordinated with the ACCO
production team for requests from stakeholders who registered prior to the meeting or were
on-site to provide public comment.

Oral public comment -

¢ Ms. Dinah Warranch
o Shared feedback related to midwifery in Texas.

Agenda Item 8: Executive session: to review cases under Texas Health and Safety
Code, Chapter 34. Texas Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee,
Section 34.007. Selection and Review of Cases as authorized by Section 34.004.

Dr. Ortique read the legislation allowing the review committee to move into a closed
executive session.

She announced the committee will go into closed session at 10:45am.

The committee will return later in the afternoon to reopen the meeting from closed to open
session before adjourning for the day, as statutorily required. There will be a break to allow
for room turnover and the committee will resume their meeting, in closed session.

Ms. Arevalo announced to members of the public that this concluded the open meeting for
the morning and the public was informed that the review committee would return later in
the afternoon to open the closed session and then adjourn.
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Agenda Item 9: Adjournment and Thank You

Dr. Ortique stated with no further business or discussion she would adjourn the meeting at
12:07pm.

Below is the link to the archived video of the December 5, 2025, Texas Maternal Mortality
and Morbidity Review Committee (MMMRC) that will be available for viewing approximately

two years from date meeting was posted on website and based on the DSHS records
retention schedule.

Dec 05, 2025 Texas Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee - Texas Health and
Human Services Commission
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https://texashhsc.v3.swagit.com/videos/362817
https://texashhsc.v3.swagit.com/videos/362817
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