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New World Screwworm (NWS)
Varun Shetty, MD, MBA, MS
Chief State Epidemiologist
Texas Department of State Health Services



About New World Screwworm (NWS)

• New World screwworm (NWS) infestation occurs when NWS fly 
larvae (Cochliomyia hominivorax) infest the tissue or flesh of 
warm-blooded animals and people, a process called myiasis.

• Screwworm flies are attracted to and lay eggs on and in open 
wounds.

• The name screwworm refers to the feeding behavior of the larvae 
(maggots) as they burrow (screw) into healthy tissue.

• NWS was eradicated from the US in 1960s and from Mexico in the 
1980s using the Sterile Insect Technique (SIT).

• NWS is currently endemic in South America, Cuba, Haiti, and the 
Dominican Republic.

Available at: About New World Screwworm | New World Screwworm | CDC, accessed on October 7, 2025.

Image: An adult New World screwworm fly

Image: an NWS infestation

https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/about/index.html


• Currently, the New World screwworm (NWS) fly is not 
present in the United States and there are no cases of NWS 
in the United States.

• Recently, countries in Central America and Mexico have 
been experiencing an outbreak of NWS.

• In the outbreak region, NWS is primarily infesting livestock, 
wildlife, and pets. However, there are also cases of NWS in 
people.

• In 2023, Panama and Costa Rica identified an outbreak 
of NWS. Since that time, all countries in Central America 
and Mexico, where NWS was previously controlled, have 
identified cases in animals and people.

Current Situation of NWS in Animals

Available at: New World Screwworm Outbreak | New World Screwworm | CDC, accessed on October 7, 2025.

Close up of NWS larva showing the mouth hooks they use to eat 
living flesh. Image courtesy of USDA.

https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html


• As of September 26, 2025, more than 120,000 NWS cases 
in animals and over 830 cases in people have been 
reported in Central America and Mexico.

• On September 21, 2025, Mexico confirmed a new animal 
case of NWS, located in the state of Neuvo Leon, less than 
70 miles from the U.S.-Mexico Border. This is now the 
northernmost detection of NWS during this outbreak.

• On August 26, 2025, one confirmed case of NWS in a 
person who returned to the United States (Maryland) after 
traveling to El Salvador. This is the first human case in the 
U.S. associated with travel to the current outbreak area, 
and not an endemic area.

• Currently, the NWS fly has not been detected in the United 
States and there is no immediate risk of infestation to 
people.

Current Situation of NWS

Available at: New World Screwworm Outbreak | New World Screwworm | CDC, accessed on October 7, 2025.
Available at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/outbreak-
central-America, accessed on October 7, 2025.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/news/agency-announcements/mexico-confirms-case-new-world-screwworm-nuevo-leon
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hhs-cdc-usda-traveler-associated-screwworm-case-surveillance.html
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/08/26/hhs-and-usda-confirm-singular-traveler-associated-new-world-screwworm-case-precautionary-and
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/outbreak-central-America
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/outbreak-central-America


Current Situation of NWS
• One Health Approach: CDC is closely following this outbreak and is 

working with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and other 
federal and state, local, and tribal partners to prevent further spread 
of NWS among people and animals. 

• The strategy to respond to and control the NWS outbreak, led by 
USDA and in coordination with other federal agencies, includes:

• The release of sterile flies, 
• Animal movement controls and surveillance, and 
• Outreach and education in affected areas.

• On September 8, 2025, CDC shared a ‘Dear Partner’ email with 
healthcare provider and professional medical organizations. 

• The email included guidance and resources for clinicians and other 
healthcare professionals regarding NWS myiasis cases in humans. 

• The link to these resources are provided at the end of the presentation.

8Available at: New World Screwworm Outbreak | New World Screwworm | CDC, accessed on October 7, 2025.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nws-visit-policy-brief.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html


• Governor Abbott appointed the Texas NWS Response Team 
• Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC), Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), Texas Department of 

Agriculture (TDA), and Texas AgriLife are the lead state agencies in the taskforce.
• Many animal industry groups representing the main livestock species were present as well as South Texas 

property rights and  ranchers are included
• Dr. Susan Rollo, DSHS State Public Health Veterinarian is the public health representative
• Dr. Shetty, DSHS Chief State Epidemiologist is an invited participant
• First meeting held on September 4, 2025

• DSHS is collaborating with other state agencies and local partners to monitor and prevent the spread of 
NWS in animals and people

• Participate weekly situational update calls with TAHC, TPWD, and AgriLife Extension 
• Participate in biweekly calls with other state agency communication leads
• Collaborating with FDA and TAHC on treatment products that are safe to use in dairy cattle

Texas NWS Response Efforts

9



DSHS NWS Health Advisory
• On September 26, 2025, DSHS issued a health advisory: Raising 

Awareness about New World Screwworm (NWS)
• Treatment

• There is currently no medication approved for treatment of NWS 
infestation in humans.

• NWS myiasis in humans is treated by removing ALL larvae. In some cases, 
surgical removal may be necessary since larvae can burrow deep into 
wounds to feed. Healthcare providers should be aware of the potential for 
secondary bacterial infections with NWS myiasis and patients should be 
assessed clinically for signs of bacterial infection.
• Larvae and eggs should be killed by placing them into a leak-proof container 

with 70% ethanol. The volume of liquid in the container should be enough to 
fully submerge the larvae.

• Do not dispose of extracted larvae or eggs in the trash or on the ground without 
first killing the larvae.

• Failure to kill and properly dispose of all larvae or eggs may result in the new 
introduction and spread of NWS in the local environment.

10
Available at: DSHS Health Advisory: Raising Awareness about New World Screwworm | Texas 
DSHS, accessed on October 2025.

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/dshs-health-advisory-raising-awareness-about-new-world-screwworm
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/dshs-health-advisory-raising-awareness-about-new-world-screwworm


NWS Healthcare Webinars
• Resurgence of New World Screwworm in the Americas: What Healthcare Providers Need 

to Know | COCA | CDC
• Initially presented on October 17, 2024
• Slides & Transcript

• ECHO (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) is a platform to allow partnerships 
with providers and healthcare workers in underserved, remote, and rural communities to 
increase their knowledge in specific healthcare areas. 

• CDC has developed ECHO training webinars for health care providers, public health 
professionals and Community Health Workers (CHW).  

• Session 1: For physicians, healthcare providers, and public health professionals
• Sessions 2 & 3: For community health workers and other public health professionals
• Recorded webinars and the slides can be found here 

https://www.cdc.gov/coca/hcp/trainings/resurgence-new-world-screwworm.html#:%7E:text=During%20this%20COCA%20Call%2C%20a%20subject%20matter%20expert,manage%20and%20report%20cases%20of%20NWS%20in%20humans.
https://www.cdc.gov/coca/hcp/trainings/resurgence-new-world-screwworm.html#:%7E:text=During%20this%20COCA%20Call%2C%20a%20subject%20matter%20expert,manage%20and%20report%20cases%20of%20NWS%20in%20humans.
https://www.cdc.gov/coca/media/pdfs/2024/101724_slides.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coca/media/pdfs/2024/101724_transcript.pdf
https://wp.uthscsa.edu/echo/
https://wp.uthscsa.edu/echo/echo-programs/chagas-disease/


NWS Resources
• New World Screwworm Outbreak | New World Screwworm | CDC
• CDC New World Screwworm Myiasis, What You Need to Know
• CDC New World Screwworm Myiasis, Recommendations for Healthcare 

Providers
• CDC Lab Identification of New World Screwworm
• USDA/APHIS: New World Screwworm: What You Need to Know
• Mexico and Central America Screwworm Dashboard 

https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/media/pdfs/2025/09/NWS-What-You-Need-to-Know-cleared-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/media/pdfs/2025/09/NWS-Recommendations-for-HCPs-cleared-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/media/pdfs/2025/09/NWS-Recommendations-for-HCPs-cleared-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/resources/pdf/benchaids/NWS-Bench-Aid-2024-508.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/screwworm-brochure-english.pdf
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWJmODE4MTUtNjAwYS00NjA0LTllY2UtMzhmYzE2NDFmM2EzIiwidCI6ImM1OWRjNTZhLTkzZWMtNGIwNy1iNzFkLTQzYzg0NDkyNTcxOCIsImMiOjR9


Immunization updates
Josh Hutchison
Deputy Commissioner
Infectious Diseases and Prevention Division
Texas Department of State Health Services



Texas Vaccines for Children (TVFC) 
• Re-Enrollment

• Provider trainings occurred September 24th, 25th, and October 3rd. 
• Responsible Entity trainings on September 24th and 30th. 
• Provider submission period for TVFC and Adult Safety Net (ASN) re-enrollment is 

from October 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.
• 2,926 active TVFC providers eligible for re-enrollment.
• Any providers who have not submitted re-enrollment will be suspended November 3, 2025. 

• Responsible Entity Review Deadline - November 1st – November 30th

• Central Office Approval Deadline – December 1st – December 31st



Seasonal 2025-2026 Vaccine Ordering
• Influenza vaccines

• DSHS allocated pre-booked 2025-2026 season influenza vaccines to TVFC providers
• Open ordering of influenza vaccines began on September 29th

• COVID-19 vaccines
• As of October 7, 2025, TVFC providers can order the COVID-19 vaccine for the 2025–2026 season.  This 

includes Moderna, Pfizer, and Sanofi/Novavax vaccines.
• COVID vaccines are no longer on the Texas Adult Safety Net (ASN) formulary



New Vaccine/Immunization Ordering
• MenABCWY (PENMENVY)

• A new pentavalent MenABCWY vaccine, manufactured by 
GlaxoSmithKline’s (GSK)

• All provider webinar tentatively scheduled for October 21 & 23, 2025
• TVFC orders can be placed starting November 3, 2025

https://gskpro.com/content/dam/global/hcpportal/en_US/Prescribing_Information/Penmenvy/pdf/PENMENVY.PDF


New Vaccine/Immunization Ordering
• Enflonsia  a new respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) immunization, manufactured by Merck

• It is indicated for the prevention of RSV lower respiratory tract disease in neonates and infants who are 
born during or entering their first RSV season. 

•  It is not recommended for children over 8 months of age and does not have FDA approval for children entering 
their second RSV season.

• Enflonsia  is a single-dose administration regardless of birth weight, simplifying the administration 
process. 

• The recommended dose of Enflonsia  is 105 mg administered as a single intramuscular (IM) injection.
• It is available to order in limited quantities within the Vaccine Allocation and Ordering System (VAOS) 

effective October 2, 2025. 
• Initially ordering limits: 10 doses of the 1-pack doses & 1 of the 10-pack doses (20 total doses).

• Providers should still order Nirsevimab in addition to ENFLONSIA  to ensure adequate inventory levels.

https://www.merck.com/product/usa/pi_circulars/e/enflonsia/enflonsia_pi.pdf


Infant RSV Immunizations
TVFC Ordering Timeline

August 1, 2025: 
Nirsevimab 

ordering opened 
March 21, 2026: 
ordering closes

October 1, 2025—March 31, 2026
Typical season recommendation for RSV 

immunization for eligible infants and children
Providers can begin administering RVS 

immunizations to eligible infants and children 
starting on October 1, 2025

October 2, 2025: 
ENFLONSIA  

ordering opened 

Available at: RSV Immunization Guidance for Infants and Young Children | RSV | CDC, accessed on October 7, 2025.

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/infants-young-children.html


RSV Maternal Vaccine (AbrysvoTM )
TVFC Ordering Timeline

August 1, 2025: 
ordering opened 

January 22, 2026: 
ordering closes

September 1, 2025—January 31, 2026:
ACIP recommends RSV vaccination during 

pregnancy between 32 – 36 weeks gestation
CDC recommends either maternal RSV 

vaccination or infant immunization. Most infants 
will not need both.

Available at: RSV Vaccine Guidance for Pregnant Women | RSV | CDC & What You Need to Know about RSV Vaccine: Abrysvo, accessed on October 7, 2025.

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/pregnant-people.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/downloads/357088-B_FS_ABRYSVO_508-04302025.pdf


Conscientious Objection 
Process Changes



House Bill 1586
• House Bill (H.B.) 1586, 89th Legislature, Regular Session passed and amended Texas 

Health and Safety Code §161.0041, Immunization Exemption Affidavit Form.
• DSHS will adopt rules aligning with the new statute this month. The rules update impacts 25 Texas 

Administrative Code, Sections §97.62 Exclusions from Compliance and §97.64 Required Vaccinations 
for Students Enrolled in Health-related and Veterinary Courses in Institutions of Higher Education.

• On the bill’s effective date, September 1, 2025, DSHS posted a blank immunization 
exemption affidavit form on the Texas Immunization Exemption page for a person to 
download, complete, notarize, and submit to their child-care facility, school, or institution 
of higher education, including students enrolled in health-related or veterinary courses. 

• A person may also request DSHS print and mail the form via the United States Postal Service to the 
requested address.

• The current process for requesting the form is available on the DSHS website.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.161.htm#161.0041
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.161.htm#161.0041


Downloading the Blank Immunization 
Exemption Affidavit Form

• The requestor downloads and prints 
the blank Affidavit Exemption from 
School or Child-Care Immunizations for 
Reasons of Conscience form, Stock No. 
F11-11755 from the DSHS website.

• DSHS suggests you review the How to 
Complete CO form, Stock No. 11-12953 
and the Benefits and Risks of 
Vaccination, Stock No. 11-11846.

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/f11-11755.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/11-12953.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/11-11846.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/11-11846.pdf


COVID-19 Texas Requirements



Texas COVID-19 Vaccine Information Statement

• House Bill (H.B.) 4535, 89th Legislature, Regular Session passed, which added Texas Health 
and Safety Code §161.0086, COVID-19 Vaccination Administration Requirements, which 
became effective on September 1, 2025.

• DSHS developed a standardized Texas COVID-19 Vaccine Information Statement in 
compliance with H.B. 4535 (form C-120). 

• Health care providers must provide the Texas COVID-19 Vaccine Information Statement to 
individuals when obtaining written informed consent and administering the COVID-19 
vaccine.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.161.htm#161.0086
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.161.htm#161.0086
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/C-120.pdf


Texas COVID-19 Vaccine Information 
Statement C-120

HB 4535 Required Information:
• Benefits and risks 
• Expedited manner of 

development 
• Long-term studies
• Civil liabilities
• Federal Vaccine Adverse Event 

Reporting System

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/C-120.pdf


Vaccine Information Statement Addendum C-119

• Before administering a COVID-19 vaccination, 
a health care provider must obtain the 
individual’s written informed consent.

• If the individual is a minor or lacks the mental 
capacity to provide informed consent, the 
parent, guardian, or conservator may provide 
written informed consent on the individual’s 
behalf.  

• The informed consent required under this 
section must include an acknowledgement 
that the individual providing informed consent 
received the Texas Vaccine Information Sheet. 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/C-119-add.pdf


FAQs Regarding Consent

Q:  Does our office have to obtain written consent for all vaccines offered in the office?
A: The bill only focuses on COVID-19 vaccines. The TVFC provider manual, does not
 outline consent, and DSHS does not provide programmatic guidance for how a  

provider should run their operations for out- or in-patient settings.
Q: Does the patient require disaster consent to report COVID-19 vaccines into ImmTrac2?
A: Disaster declaration ended June 2023. So, regular adult or child consent will allow 

reporting of all vaccines.
Q: What VIS does a provider use?
A: Every provider in the U.S. must use the federal VIS for COVID-19 (C-119). In Texas, 

every provider must also use the Texas VIS (C-120).

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/11-13602.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunizations/public/forms


Thank You
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