
This is 
“Public Health Emergency 

Preparedness & Epidemiology”



Because of  the ongoing concerns of  Safety and Health in the United 
States the Public Health Preparedness and Epidemiology program was 
developed.
PHP/Epi has the ability to respond to any number of  events from:

 Terrorism
 Bioterrorist Attacks
 Disease Outbreaks and Pandemics
 Natural disasters
 Other large-scale public health emergencies

Who are we . . . ?



The HSR 1 Public Health Preparedness Team responds to 
all-hazards emergencies, such:

 as natural disasters

 infectious disease outbreaks

 and other public health threats. 

Who are we . . . ?



The PHP team also collaborates with local governments (and 
multiple other agencies within the region)
through the development and
exercise of  a comprehensive
public health emergency
preparedness and 
response plan. 

Who are we. . . ? 



Who we are. . . ? 

Routinely collects data on communicable diseases and reports these 
data to the central office in Austin, Texas. 

 Surveillance data are typically obtained through provider-initiated reports (passive 
surveillance) or health department solicited reports (active surveillance) 

 The collection of  these data help describe the pattern of  disease occurrence in an area 
and subsequently trigger disease control and prevention efforts

The HSR 1 
Epidemiology 

Response Team 



The activities of  the Epidemiology and Surveillance section 
include: 
 Collection, analysis, interpretation, and dissemination of  

communicable disease data 
 Disease investigation and assistance with disease control 

methods 

Who are we. . . ?



Local and Regional Public Health 
Coverage



Regional Public Health County 
Coverage
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We cannot control the weather or prevent disasters from 
happening, but there are steps you can take to minimize risks from 
known hazards. 

Planning now will help save lives later.

 www.dshs.state.tx.us/prepare-for-an-emergency.aspx

Why are we here . . . ?



Ready or Not?

When disaster hits, Texans need to be ready. 

Use our online resources to build your plan - including family 
strategies, handy checklists, and special needs considerations for 
people with disabilities, the elderly and pets.

Why are we here. . . ? 

 www.texasprepares.org



When disaster hits, Texans need to be ready. Use our online resources 
to build your plan - including family strategies, handy checklists, and 
special needs considerations for people with disabilities, the elderly 
and pets.

Why are we here. . . ? 



Why are we here . . . ? 



Emergency Preparedness

Get ready for and respond to emergencies, prepare a supplies kit, 
make a disaster plan.

Why are we here . . . ? 

 Preparedness resources
 General Information, guides, checklists
 Local Texas Emergency and Preparedness Sites
 Women and Children
 Individuals with Special Needs: Seniors, Kids, Pets
 Information for Businesses

 www.dshs.state.tx.us/preparedness/eprep_public.shtm



Emergency Preparedness - Information for Professionals

Planning now can help save lives later. The Emergency 
Preparedness page offers preparedness resources, including 
information for professionals and first responders.

Why are we here . . . ? 

 www.dshs.state.tx.us/preparedness/eprep_pros.shtm



Community Preparedness

DSHS serves as the primary state agency for 
coordinating state responsibilities in disaster 
response. The Community Preparedness section 
has links to guidance documents and programs.

 www.dshs.state.tx.us/commprep/welcome.aspx

Why are we here . . . ? 



Why are we here . . . ? 

The purpose of  the Community Preparedness Section is to 
provide public health leadership, improve health and well-
being in Texas by:

 promoting health, preventing disease and injury
 protecting, and effectively respond to all types of  health emergencies including: 

bioterrorism
infectious disease outbreaks 
natural disasters

The Community Preparedness Section does this through 
networking, coordinating, standardizing, and centralizing our 
resources and planning efforts.



Examples:

 Exercise and Trainings
Point of  Dispensing

 Response
TB Clinics

 Presentations/Programs
Family Emergency Preparedness
Nutrition in Preparedness
PHP/Epi – Who are we?

What we do . . . ?



What we do. . . ?

What is a POD?
A POD is also referred to as a dispensing site, dispensing clinic, 
medication clinic or Community Emergency Medication Clinic

Point of  Dispensing or POD, is 
a community based dispensing 

point for vaccinations or 
medications



. . . is to decrease the number 
of  individuals within your 
community and county who 
may become ill

What we do. . . ?

Primary goal of  a POD . . .



. . . is to  provide the vaccine and/or medication as well as
other needed resources

What we do . . . ?

The Role of  Public Health
in clinic response . . .



TB/Clinic response 

 is based on the ICS structure

 the primary goal is to decrease the number 
of  individuals who may become ill

 the role of  Public Health is to provide the 
vaccine and/or medication

What we do . . . ?



Family Emergency Preparedness:

Disasters disrupt hundreds of  thousands of  lives every year. 
Each disaster has lasting effects, both to people and property.  
Disasters can be as small as a house fire or large as a hurricane.
You must be prepared to take care of  yourself  and your family
for at least 72 hours before help may arrive. 

What we do . . . ?



“Shelter-in-place”, means for you to remain 
inside your home, workplace or school and 
protect yourself  there.  This would most 
likely happen in case of  tornado, flood 
conditions, chemical or radiation accident or 
attack. 

 Go inside your home or the nearest building
 Close all windows, doors and turn off  all 

ventilation systems
 Don’t use the phone, except for emergency 

messages

What we do . . . ?



Nutrition in Preparedness:

This course includes practical information and tips to help prepare a 
three-day emergency food supply and a “Get and Go Kit”.  Having 
an emergency food supply means you won’t go hungry when 
transportation, weather, health, or other problems prevent you from 
getting your usual supply of  groceries or meals.

What we do . . . ?



PHP/Epi Response Team 
Inventory/Warehouse



Program related links

DSHS Public Health Preparedness
 www.dshs.state.tx.us/preparedness

Centers for Disease Control
 www.cdc.gov

Centers for Disease Control – Bio Terrorism
 www.bt.cdc.gov

DSHS Infectious Disease Control Unit
 www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/default.asp

Dept. of  Justice’ Office of  Domestic Preparedness
 www.fema.giv

Texas Division of  Emergency Management
 www.txdps.state.tx.us

Resources for you . . .


