2018 MAJOR CHANGES: SUMMARY

Effective January 1, 2018 there are numerous changes for cancer registries. Standard setters agreed that modifications, conversions and deletions of cancer registry standards for data collection and abstracting would align with the release of the AJCC 8th Edition Cancer Staging Manual. 

· NAACCR Version 18 Update

· Third Party Software Users:

· Once reporters have upgraded their software to NAACCR V18, they can submit their 2018 cases to the Texas Cancer Registry (TCR), and upload data submissions as Non-NAACCR files
· Once the TCR software has been upgraded to NAACCR V18, reporters can resume uploading data submission as NAACCR files
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· WebPlus users

· Please complete and release any remaining 2017 or older admission and diagnosis year cases as soon as possible.
· You may continue to abstract your 2018 admission year cases and save as incomplete, but do not release them until we have completed our software conversion to ensure that all cases pass Version 18 edits and all required data items have been coded.
· The TCR anticipates to upgrade to NAACCR V18 in July 2018.
· Updates on NAACCR Version 18 implementation will continue to be   forthcoming

· AJCC T, N, M and Stage Groups: 

· There are 18 new AJCC data items to include an AJCC ID and four derived Extent of Disease (EOD) stage items. Also noteworthy is the new hard copy (not available in an electronic version) of the AJCC 8th Edition Cancer Staging Manual. To date there are over 300 pages that have been rewritten since publication. Over 1000 changes to content contained in errata have been posted online. The entire breast chapter has been rewritten and posted online; additional changes are imminent. 
· NPCR-funded central registries are required to collect AJCC TNM 8th ed. Clinical and Pathological T, N, M and Stage Groups (directly assigned) from CoC-accredited facilities

· SEER Summary Stage 2018 

· Summary Stage 2018 and EOD 2018 staging systems will be used for cases diagnosed January 1, 2018 and forward
· Central registries funded only by CDC/NPCR are required to collect directly assigned Summary Stage 2018 for all cases
· EOD 2018, Derived EOD TNM data items, and Derived Summary Stage 2018 are voluntary




· 2018 Solid Tumor Rules (Formerly MP/H rules): 

· SEER posted a draft version of the 2018 Solid Tumor Coding Rules on their website. Registrars are encouraged to read the 2018 Solid Tumor Rule Implementation statement

· Grade: 

· There are three new Grade items for site-specific detection and recording: Clinical Grade, Pathologic Grade and Post–Therapy Grade. Additionally, there are changes to the resources and rules for collecting the Grade for all disease sites
 
· SSDIs replacing CS SSFs: 

· As of 2018, Collaborative Stage Site-Specific Factors (CS SSFs) have been discontinued and Site-Specific Data Items (SSDIs) are used for collection of site-specific information. SSDIs have unique names and NAACCR data item numbers and can be applied to as many sites as needed. Unlike SSFs, field length is not limited to 3 digits, and for measurements and lab values explicit decimal points (rather than implied) are accommodated, and different coding conventions are used to record actual values, percentages and ranges. NAACCR is the custodian of the SSDIs and the Site-Specific Data Item Task Force (SSDI TF) is responsible for their development and updates

· ICD-0-3:

· The ICD-O-3 Implementation Task Force has approved new codes, changes in behavior codes, and new terms associated with current codes. These changes reflect updates to the WHO Classifications for Tumors (Blue Books). The new codes, new terms, and change to behavior codes for all cases diagnosed 1/1/18 and later

· Radiation Treatment: 

· There are 24 new data items to include when recording radiation therapy. A standard Treatment Summary will no longer be sufficient for the cancer registry to completely and accurately record the required data items. If radiation is provided at a reporting facility, the entire treatment record will be required to collect and record required data items. If your cancer registry staff is dependent on obtaining this information from referral facilities, your organization will need to consider some formal communication methods for obtaining this information. 


· A list of new radiation data items can be found in 2018 NAACCR Implementation Guidelines and Recommendation document (please see page 24) or in the Required Status Table in the NAACCR data dictionary See NAACCR data items # 1501 through #1533. 


What does this mean to you?

· You must keep up with official publications and changes
· Please bookmark the following websites: 
· https://www.naaccr.org/2018-implementation/#Stage
· https://seer.cancer.gov/registrars/
· https://cancerstaging.org/CSE/Registrar/Pages/default.aspx
· http://dshs.texas.gov/tcr/training.aspx
· https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXHHSC/subscriber/new?preferences=true
· Remain focused on the quality of data 
· Support the professional and educational growth of cancer registry staff 


What can you do to prepare?

· Educate yourself! 
· Take advantage of the free webinars and training opportunities being offered by the TCR
· Train cancer registry staff on v18 requirements 
· Do not depend on hearsay or another person’s interpretation of the new changes 
· Create a timeframe for development and implementation of policies and procedures for quality assurance and staff education 
· Monitor standard-setter’s website for updates as many of the new changes are still in DRAFT format 
· CTR’s with proven subject matter expertise should take the lead on development and implementation 
· Ensure that your IT staff, or whoever is responsible for implementing the cancer registry software updates, is prepared for what is to come





