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August 12, 2016, Back-to-School Edition
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The newsletter that takes a Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child approach.
Requirements 
Texas Immunization Requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) sets immunization requirements after they are determined by the Texas Legislature. The 2016-2017 Texas Minimum State Vaccine Requirements for Students Grades K-12 is posted on the DSHS website, as are the Provisional Enrollment for Students flowcharts and the Frequently Asked Questions about changes to this year’s vaccine requirements. For more information, please call the DSHS Immunization Branch at (800) 252-9152.
Spinal Screening Program (SSP)
Texas statute requires screening for abnormal spine curvature. Schools must ensure that students enrolled in public and private schools comply with this screening requirement and notify a student’s parent if any signs of possible abnormal spine curvature are present. Parents/guardians may choose professional examination in place of the school’s screening. For further information, please contact the Texas Department of State Health Services’ SSP at Elijah.brown@dshs.state.tx.us or at (800) 252-8023, ext. 6687. To receive SSP updates, you may click on the “Sign up for email updates” icon in the upper right corner of the SSP webpage.  
Students with Food Allergies
Section 25.002 of the Texas Education Code (TEC) requires public school districts to inquire of parents whether a student has a food allergy upon the student’s enrollment. Parents should provide this information so that the district can implement safety precautions.  
Section 38.0151 of the TEC requires the Boards of Trustees of school districts and the governing bodies of open-enrollment charter schools to adopt and administer a policy for the care of students with diagnosed food allergies at risk for anaphylaxis. The guidelines for developing such policy may be downloaded from the Texas Department of State Health Services’ Food Allergies webpage. These guidelines include sample documents and are meant to serve as a reference for districts as they develop and administer policies for students with food allergies. An Emergency Care Plan for students at risk for anaphylaxis is available on this same webpage. 
Unlicensed Diabetes Care Assistant (UDCA)
As required by Texas law, every school must have one UDCA, or three if a full-time school nurse is not assigned to the campus. School principals are responsible for identifying UDCAs. The Texas Diabetes Council developed guidelines for training school employees who are not licensed healthcare professionals to assist with caring for students during the school day or at school activities. These guidelines are available for download on the Texas Department of State Health Services website, along with Frequently Asked Questions related to implementing House Bill (HB) 984 and other diabetes resources.  
Bacterial Meningitis Notification
Section 38.0025 of the Texas Education Code requires that the Texas Education Agency prescribe procedures by which school districts annually provide students and parents with information about bacterial meningitis. Information provided should include symptoms of the disease; how it may be prevented, transmitted, and diagnosed; and effectiveness of vaccination and treatment. Each district should have a copy of such notification in its handbook. If not, you may contact the Texas Department of State Health Services at schoolhealth@dshs.state.tx.us.
Suicide Prevention Training
Due to legislation passed in 2015, Texas educators are required to complete suicide prevention training. It is required for all new educators at public schools and open-enrollment charter schools and for existing employees on the schedule adopted by the Texas Education Agency (TEA). Districts should choose suicide prevention training from the Best Practice-Based Resources for Public Schools provided on the Texas Department of State Health Services website. Districts may also choose other training programs using guidelines that may be downloaded from the TEA website.  
Guidance
Zika Guidelines for Schools
The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) developed a resource specifically for facilities that care for children. The document addresses protecting children from the Zika virus through the prevention of mosquito bites and mosquito breeding. Schools may need to update their policies and procedures to sufficiently account for these two factors. Current information about the Zika virus in Texas, as well as other resources, are available on the DSHS Zika website.
Best Practice-Based Programs
Texas Health and Safety Code 161.325 requires the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) to provide and update annually a recommended list of best practice-based programs for public schools in the following areas: early mental health intervention, mental health promotion and positive youth development, substance abuse prevention and intervention, and suicide prevention. This requirement is explained on the Texas Education Agency website, alongside many health education resources, and the recommended list is on the DSHS website. 
Resources 
Vision and Hearing Screening (VHS) Program
Questions may be directed to the Texas Department of State Health Services’ VHS program at Elijah.brown@dshs.state.tx.us or at (800) 252-8023, ext. 7420. The VHS program loans audiometers to registered hearing screeners for 30-90 days if they plan to conduct free screenings. Back-to-school orders should be submitted as soon as possible, as there is limited equipment. For information about the loan procedure and necessary paperwork, see the Audiometers webpage.  
One-Stop-Shop for Nurses 
The Communicable Disease Chart and Notes for Schools and Child-Care Centers (revised June, 2013) are available to download on the Texas Department of State Health Services website. You may also order a poster (Stock # 6-30). For 43 conditions, the Chart includes information regarding methods of transmission, incubation period, signs and symptoms, exclusion, readmission criteria, whether it’s a reportable disease, and prevention and treatment. The Notes include information about hand washing, diapering, environmental surfaces, respiratory hygiene, antibiotic use, and what to do when a communicable disease is suspected. 
School Health-Related Topics Webpage
When trying to locate resources within the School Health Program of the Texas Department of State Health Services, the School Health-Related Topics webpage may be a good place to begin. This is because the page is simple with an alphabetized list of topics. In this edition, we have directed you to some of them.  
Announcements
Step Up and Be Counted Survey
In supporting school nursing, the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) is once again serving as the liaison for the NASN/NASSNC “Step Up and Be Counted” Uniform Data Collection Project. The survey has been developed in Survey Monkey, and DSHS is finalizing data collection. The survey will remain open until   August 31, 2016. To date, we have received less than 150 completed responses. We are urging all districts to enter data so that it can be utilized by the TSNO and other organizations. Please submit your survey results before the deadline at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SFG88M5. If you need assistance with entering data or have questions, feel free to contact DSHS at Anita.wheeler@dshs.state.tx.us.
2016 Back-to-School Communications Tool Kit
Learning First Alliance has created Working Together for Student Success: A Back-to-School Communications Tool Kit. The kit includes templates and samples that can be adapted to assist districts with their unique communications needs.  
Rethinking Discipline
The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) issued a comprehensive Dear Colleague letter and updated its school discipline webpage, which features a Guidance Package for addressing the behavioral needs of students with disabilities. The Dear Colleague letter includes links to several resources related to behavioral supports for students receiving special education services. The USDE’s webpage also provides information about suspension and the National Charter School Resource Center. 
Funding Opportunities
School Grants for Healthy Kids
The Action for Healthy Kids (AFHK) is offering grants from now until April 2017. The deadline for the fall-cycle grants is September 16, 2016. Eligible schools may apply for one of two School Breakfast Grants, and applications will be reviewed weekly. 
Health Education
Zika Response Webinar—August 19, 2016
From 12:30-1:30 p.m. CDT, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Department of Education will present Zika Response Planning: What School Administrators Need to Know. The webinar ID is 494 704 100. To join the webinar by audio only, please call (408) 638-0968. The CDC will provide an overview of its guidance for school administrators, which is available on the CDC website along with many other Zika-related resources.
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Webinar—August 25, 2016
The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) will host ESSA: Meeting Students’ Needs Under Title IV at 2:00-3:00 p.m. CDT. ASCD’s Government Relations team will discuss the requirement for states to show how they are improving conditions for learning, which includes reducing bullying and harassment and addressing behavioral interventions that compromise student health and safety.  
Nutrition Environment & Services
Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) Brochure
The FRAC has updated its Free School Meals brochure in English and Spanish. It may be shared with families to explain school-meal eligibility.
Health Services
STAR Kids Information Sessions 
The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) will hold information sessions over the next two months, relating to the transition of various Medicaid services to the STAR Kids managed care program. The meetings will be held around the state with translation services provided at several locations. 
Counseling, Psychological & Social Services
Special Education Webinar—August 16, 2016
From 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. CDT, the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) will host Students with Disabilities: What Do I Do? This webinar will help general education teachers understand the basics of special education and their critical role in the process. 
Children’s Safety Network (CSN) Webinar—August 24, 2016
At 2:00-3:00 p.m. CST, the CSN will host Bullying Prevention Law and Policy. The presenters are both members of a National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine committee on bullying. They will discuss the new report Preventing Bullying Through Science, Policy, and Practice as well as review their committee’s findings regarding the role of laws and policies in responding to and prevent bullying. 
Family Engagement
Back-to-School Anxiety
The Child Mind Institute offers guidance on how to ease the stress that transitioning back to school can create for students and families. The website addresses after-school activities and morning routines, things parents should tell their child’s teacher, and how to cope with certain anxiety-related behaviors.  
Community Involvement
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Webinar—August 24, 2016
From 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. CDT, the SRTS National Partnership will present Youth Engagement: How Kids Can Impact Community Policy, Programs and Planning. Participants will learn how their community can engage youth to make a positive impact on safety. 
Quote to Note
“Genius is more often found in a cracked pot than in a whole one.”
E.B. White, writer and author
Become a Friday Beat subscriber by signing up on the Friday Beat webpage!
The articles and hyperlinks to external websites appearing in Friday Beat are intended to be informational and do not represent an endorsement by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). Other websites may not be accessible to people with disabilities. External email addresses may also be provided as a courtesy. If you choose to correspond, please be advised that DSHS policies may not apply. For information about any of the programs listed, contact the sponsoring organization directly. For comments or questions about Friday Beat, email the School Health Program at schoolhealth@dshs.state.tx.us or call (512) 776-7279.
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