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TO:  WIC Regional Directors 
WIC Local Agency Directors 

 
FROM:  Amanda Hovis, Director 

Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit 
Nutrition Services Section 

 
DATE: October 28, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Policy clarification related to the HHSC Data Usage Agreement and release of 

WIC Participant Information for VOC 

This memo is to respond to requests for policy clarification regarding the release of participant 
information for the purpose of verification of certification (VOC) in relation to the Health and 
Human Services Commission (HHSC) Data Usage Agreement (DUA). 
 
The HHSC DUA defines “Authorized Purpose” as “the specific purpose described in the 
Statement of Work of the Base Contract for CONTRACTOR to fulfill its obligations under the 
Base Contract.” Therefore, DSHS has determined that the DUA does not prohibit the sharing of 
VOC information with other WIC state or local agencies, and that participant consent is not 
required to share VOC information. Therefore, local agencies must not require consent to provide 
information to other states requesting VOC. 
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