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Promotor(a) or Community Health Worker (CHW) 
Training and Certification Advisory Committee Meeting

FOR QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:

You may submit your questions/comments to 

CHW@dshs.texas.gov

Thank you.
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Promotor(a) or Community Health Worker 
(CHW) Training and Certification 
Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENDA

Friday, April 29, 2022, 10:00 A.M. – 12:05 P.M.. CST

1. Welcome and Introductions – Assistant Presiding Officer

2. Consideration of January 28, 2022, draft meeting minutes – HHSC, 
Advisory Committee Coordination Office

3. Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Prevention Section Update –
Community Health and Wellness Branch

4. Department of State Health Services - Oral Health Improvement 
Program

5. Statewide update - South Texas Promotores Association

6. Advisory Sub-Committee updates

7. Committee Member Sharing – Assistant Presiding Officer 

8. Public Comment – HHSC, Advisory Committee Coordination Office

9. Agenda items for next meeting – Assistant Presiding Officer

10.Adjourn – Assistant Presiding Officer
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Welcome 

Sandy Tesch, RDH, MPH

SMB Program Coordinator

DSHS-Oral Health Improvement Program
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Smiles For Moms and Babies –
Oral Health Training
Oral Health Improvement Program

Sandy Tesch, RDH, MHP

SMB Program Coordinator
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NEW Virtual Oral Health Training Modules

• For non-dental professionals who work directly with pregnant women, infants 
and children.

• Initially, SMB training was conducted in-person presentations
• Transitioned from in-person training to an online virtual platform

• Partnered with the Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin through a 
Memorandum of Understanding to acquire electronic modules. Made 
modifications to reflect Texas-specific information.

• The training is self-guided and takes about 90 minutes.

• Once training and course assessments are completed, an electronic certificate is 
generated. Also, a free oral health kit and educational resources are available to 
be mailed.
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Partnership with OBPH

• Partnering with DSHS Office of Border Public Health to be able to offer DSHS-
certified continuing education units (CEUs) to CHWs/Promotores and CHW 
Instructors. 

• 2 CEUs for completion of all elements of course: pre-test, training, post-test, and 
evaluation. 

• Will be translating the training into Spanish. Hopefully live by end of this year 
(2022). 
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Promotional Flyer
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HHS Learning Portal
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HHS Learning Portal
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HHS Learning Portal
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Smiles for Moms and Babies Training 

To access the Smiles for Moms and Babies Oral Health Training, create a 
profile on the HHS Learning Portal. Once logged in, you will find the 
course under Department of State Health Services > Additional Training. 

Launched: November 2021
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Smiles for Moms and Babies Training
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Oral Health Resources and Kit
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Bilingual handouts for clients
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Client Handouts
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Educational Posters 
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Provider Education Tool Kit

Handouts include:
• Tips for Good Oral Health Care during Pregnancy

• Tips for Good Oral Health during Infancy

• Dental Referral form for Pregnant Women

• Dental Pharmacological Considerations

• Provider Checklists

• Educational Poster (Sizes - wall, countertop, postcard) 
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Download your FREE Practice Guidance for Texas 
Prenatal and Dental Providers 

To request a printed copy, email us at dental@dshs.texas.gov.
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Smiles for Moms and Babies Training 
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Questions?

Texas Smiles for Moms and Babies Program

Rhonda Stokley, DDS

State Public Health Dental Director

rhonda.stokley@dshs.Texas.gov

Sandy Tesch, RDH, MSHP

Smiles for Moms and Babies Program Coordinator

sandy.tesch@dshs.Texas.gov
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Welcome 

Otila Garcia, Co-Chair

South Texas Promotores Association
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Who We Are?

• South Texas Promotores Association (STPA) was established in 1993  

as a grassroots association, mainly, to share information among its  

members and to support the work of the Promotores de Salud.

• STPA is the only Promotores Association recognized as a training  

site that is managed by Grassroot Promotores.

• STPA is a non-for-profit organization dedicated to improve the health

status and quality of life of the families that reside in the South Texas

Border.

• The association also provides health education, community resources

information, preventive health screenings, and training for Promotores

de Salud/Community Health Workers.
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Mission:

To improve lives through training, health education,  
advocacy, collaboration, and service.

Vision:

South Texas Promotores Association envisions to  

have healthier families along the South Texas Border  

communities by supporting and advocating for  

vulnerable populations.
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Promotores de Salud contribute to reaching vulnerable,  

low-income, and underserved members of  

Latino/Hispanic populations.

Making the Connection for a Better Quality of Life  

for the Families at the South Texas Border
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Development and adaptation of 

educational materials.
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Training Center

Autism
Your Texas  

Benefits

The Cost of  
COVID-19 in
Children and
Adolescents

Depression and  
Suicide in Children

Preventing Heart  
Disease andStroke

Epilepsy and  
Seizure Disorders

Emotional  
Intelligence

Music TherapyOpioids/Substance  
Use Disorder

Healthy Eyes,  
Healthy Body

What is  

My Culture? ZIKA
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Get it D.O.N.E.

The Get It D.O.N.E. 

Annual Conference 

addresses  Diabetes 

and Obesity 

prevention and

management.

Conference goals:

1.Improve communication among 

professionals and Promotores de  

Salud/CHWs in regards to 

prevention and management 

strategies for  Diabetes and

Obesity.

2.Identify community 

resources that support the 

prevention and  

management of Diabetes 

and Obesity.

3.Develop a support network 

between Promotores de 

Salud/CHWs  to create stronger 

health community interventions.
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Community Awareness,  

Health Education, and  

Support Services
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Outreach Strategies

• Health Fairs

• Presentations

• Informational Booths

• Flea Markets

• Drive Through

• Faith Based Organizations

• Businesses

• Digital Outreach
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Change by Teens
Binational

Change by Teens - Member Pledge

•We pledge to empower our communities through education,  advocacy, 

support, providing outreach activities and making appropriate  referrals.

•We commit as a team for the purpose of improving health, public  

safety, political participation and available resources for those in need.

•We take pride in the quality services we offer because we are leaders  

representing our communities.

•We are Change by Teens Promotores and youth leaders that will work  

hard to strengthen Colonia families.
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Change by Teens
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Your Texas Benefits
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STPA 211 Information Line

• To address the Social Determinants of Health, STPA established an

information line to support community members from the following

border counties: Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Willacy, Zapata, and

Webb.

• Promotores de Salud provide information to vulnerable populations

to find medical, dental & mental health services, food, housing,

daycare, and transportation among other basic services.

STPA 211 - Supporting and Informing
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Partnerships
Federal Qualified Community Center

• Gateway Community Health Center, Inc.

GovernmentAgencies

• Office of Border Health

• Your Texas Benefits

• Mexican Consulate-Ventanilla de Salud

➢ Laredo, TX

➢ Brownsville, TX

➢ Mc Allen, TX

Faith-Based Organizations:

• Secreat Heart Church-Edinburg, TX

• Capilla San José-Lull, TX

• Apóstoles de Fatima-Laredo, TX

• First United Methodist Church-Weslaco, TX

• Alfa y Omega, Brownsville, TX

Education Entities

Media

Community-Based Organizations

• ECI

• WIC

• Community Centers

➢ Laredo, TX

➢ Brownsville, TX

➢ Mc Allen,TX

• School Districts

• Head Start Child Development Programs

• Telemundo

• R Communications

• Laredo Morning Times

Guajira Family Clinic
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Partnerships

Universidad Central del Caribe  

Institute of Research, Education and  

Services in Addiction
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Recognitions

Minority Small Business Champion of the Year
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Contact Information

Email address: Stpa.211@outlook.com 

Phone number:956-303-6959  

Webpage: Southtexaspromotores.org

Follow us on SocialMedia
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Thank You!
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Workforce Solutions and 
Employment Opportunities 
Sub-Committee

• Sub-Committee update 

Next meeting: To be determined

Chair Kim Bush

Membership (advisory 
member):

Kim Bush

Membership (non-advisory 
members):

Charles Begley, Ph.D., Debra Flores, 
Ph.D., M.A.; Julie St. John, MA, MPH, DrPh 
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Communication and 
Outreach

• Sub-Committee update

Next meeting: To be determined

Chair Tasha Whitaker

Membership (advisory 
member):

Tasha Whitaker

Membership (non-advisory 
members):

Delphine Thompson, Maudia Gentry, 
Ph.D., Julie St. John, MA, MPH, DrPh 
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CHW Training and 
Certification Sub-Committee

• Sub-Committee update 

Next meeting: To be determined

Chair Carolina González Schlenker, MD, 
MPH 

Membership (advisory 
members):

Carolina González Schlenker, MD, MPH, 
Minerva Garcia 

Membership (non-advisory 
members):

Merida Escobar, Otila Garcia, Julie St. 
John, MA, MPH, DrPh 
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Public Comment
Procedures

• Written comments are encouraged

• Registration and call-in process for 
oral public comment

• All speakers must identify 
themselves and the organization 
they are representing before 
speaking

• Rules of conduct apply to public 
comments made by teleconference
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Thank you
chw@dshs.texas.gov
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