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In 2019, there were 37,500 actively licensed dental assistants 
(DAs) in Texas.

� This number represented a 18.0% increase since 2014 and 
a 48.4% increase since 2011.

� Relative to population growth, the size of the dental 
assistant workforce has improved by 8.9% over the past 
8 years.

With these improvements, Texas has slightly more dental 
assistants than the national average.

Geographic Distribution of DAs
Geographic Designation

Metropolitan

Ratio of  Population to DA 

 762 

Non-metropolitan  947 

Border  884 

Non-border  769

Texas  779

Dental assistants were not evenly distributed throughout the 
state.

� There was a 21.7% difference between the number of DAs 
in metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas even after 
controlling for population differences.

� Between border and non-border areas, the percent 
difference was 13.9%.              

Ratio of Texas Population to DAs by County

Population to Dental Assistant 
306 - 779

780 - 1,635
1,636 - 2,883
2,884 - 5,803
No providers

     779
State Ratio

Age Distribution of DAs by Gender
Age Group Female Male Total

≤25 7,960 665 8,625

26-30 7,476 535 8,011

31-35 5,569 360 5,929

36-40 4,214 228 4,442

41-45 3,064 142 3,206

46-50 2,467 91 2,558

51-55 1,866 52 1,918

56-60 1,397 39 1,436

61-65 691 14 705

>65 319 9 328

Total 35,023 2,135 37,1581

� In 2019, 94.3% of DAs were female.
� 23.2% of DAs were 25 years of age or younger.
� In 2019, 72.7% of DAs were 40 years of age or younger.

1 Gender data were available for 37,158 of Texas’ 37,500 dental assistants.




